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Steve Snider has served as site vice president at Oconee
Nuclear Station since 2021.

became more and more
developed. That area is
probably the most beauti-
ful part of the country.”

Tyler Hayes became
acquainted with Duke
through his father, Doug,
who worked for the com-
pany from 1980 through
2018. The younger Hayes
began work in the plant

“as a maintenance co-op in
2006 and then entered op-
erations in 2011. Today, he
serves as senior reactor
operator. .

“I think it’s really the
people who have come
before me, and even Steve
and Margie (Barnes, who
was among the first wom-

en employed at the plant)
and the innovation and
the approach they took
in operating this facility
and the groundwork they
laid that we’ve tried to
continue to build upon,”
Hayes said. “We have a lot
of visitors come in, and
most of them leave saying
Oconee is just different
— in a positive way. It's
really the people that have
made a difference.”
Next: Shortening outages
and increasing safety, as
well as efforts to seek reli-
censing to ensure Oconee
Nuclear’s continuing pres-
ence in the future.



