to let the voters
de‘ 1de “1f 1n fact

© ' 'SEEROADS,PAGEAS .

’, ed tobeheld -
: 2024 pres1den-

"'3 the. pr1or1t1es of counc1l” .'
andthatofa comm1ttee _

formed by c1t1es
h




i # 7

Talk of rehabilitating"ii'oads at a strategic retreat for the

week was a main point of discussion.

MORE INDUSTRIAL
PARK GRADING?

Councilman Glenn
Hart opened the priority
setting session saying he
knew an “Oconee Coun-
ty business that has an
interest in 20 acres” of the
Golden Corner Commerce
Park (GCCP) on S.C.
Highway 59. The long va-
cant park was purchased
by the county nearly 20
years ago and council just
recently made a commit-
ment to begin the process
to grade 42 acres to be-
come pad ready. Hart said
the more than 300-plus
acre property needed to be
subdivided.

Council tentatively
agreed to bid out two
projects for the proper-
ty — one to grade the 42
acres and one to grade
everything.

OTHER PRIORITIES
SHARED

Other priorities thrown
out by council members
included Hart calling for
the old magistrate office
in downtown Westminster
to be converted into coun-
cil chambers for the city’s

council. He also wanted to
see how the county could
help demolish the old
Fair Play School, a slight
change from his request
he made the previous two
years to outright raze
the property. The county
doesn’t own the land the
school is on. Davis said he
wanted to continue send-
ing $150,000 annually to
the Foothills Agricultural
Resource and Marketing
(FARM) Center. He also
wanted the county to
focus on moving forward
on a feasibility study that
proposed a $5 million :
administrative annex
renovation that would
also secure elections held
at the county. ;
Elliott joked he was
going to be “selfish this
year” in that all of his
priorities were outside of
the district he represents.
His top priority was get-
ting sewer service to Exit
1 and Exit 4 on Interstate
85, hiring a temporary
outside urban planning
consultant possibly in
conjunction with Clemson
University, increasing
sheriff’s office salaries,
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building more airport
hangars — of which he

said 60 to 70 planes were

" already on a waiting list

__and grading the entire-
ty of GCCP. Brock did say
hangars can’t be built on
land that was purchased
with Federal Aviation
Administration money,
making the current land
mass for expansion “pret-
ty small.”

BROADBAND UPDATE
Separately, Brock said
Upcountry Fiber, an
internet provider created
by Blue Ridge Electric
Cooperative and WCFI-

BER, a subsidiary of West
Carolina Rural Telephone
Cooperative, estimates
it will have made a $150
million investment at the
completion of its fiber in-
ternet rollout that started
in summer 2021. More
than 4,500 new customers
in Oconee County have
come online in the past
seven months, Brock
said.

«That’s incredible,” she
said.
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