Green Crescent Trail, gets major
Slgmﬁcant work set {0 start next month

BY RII.EY MORNINGSTAR the group $800,000 to fund
THE JOURNAL two “shovel-ready trail
construction projects”
CLEMSON — More than  in Clemson and Central.
$1 million in fundinghas  There is now $1.3 million
now been secured to help in state support for the
construct almost 2 miles project that will build
of a new walking and bik-  trails and trail connec-
ing trail in the Clemson tions between Clemson and
area starting next month.  Gateway parks in Clemson
Friends of the Green and the Central-Clemson
Crescent Trail chairwom- Recreation Center in
an Heidi Coryell Williams ~ Central, Williams said. A

~ announced in a news total of $647,000 is going
release Friday that S.C. to the Gateway connector
Parks, Recreation and w3
Tourism ( SCPRT) awarded ¥ | SEE TIlAII. PAGE A5

SPECIAL TO THE JOURNAL
‘A rendering of the future Green Crescent Trail at Clemson Park,
above, and a current photo of the trail at the Green Crescent
Bridge on Berkeley Drive in Clemson, left.
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prOJect and the remain- .
ing $153, 000 to the Cen-

tral- Clemson Recreat1on
loop ;

L “The value an d~s1‘
nlﬁcance of this proje
_to the Clemson,.Cen
- ‘and Southern Wi
L Un1vers1ty commumt
. has allowed my. reque
- for $1 million‘over.t 8
«past two budget cycles to

Crescent Tra1l'bw1ll not

‘ only conhect our commu-
nities with family-friend-

ly hiking/biking paths,
" but it also will enhance
our.general. wellbemg

and health by: prov1d1ng :
‘more opportunltles for -

’.people to exercise and
enjoy the outdoors.”

- The project has‘a’host 4

‘of entities involved,
1ncludmg Cleimson - .
‘Un1ver51ty, the city of
“Clemsonand the towns
“of Central and Pendle-
“ton. The Friends of. the
‘Green Crescent Trail .
formed in 2016 with the:

network of multi-use -

‘paths, bike lanes, natural-

“surface trails and publ1c

transit access points that

will go into parks, down-
‘towns and public areas,
Tra1l work in Clemson
was bid out on. Jan 10, .
and construction is ex- :
pected to start in March
“and finish in about six’

months, according to city =

engineer Nathan Hmkle
The Clemson portlon of
the latest funding will

- build a new 1.5-mile sec-

tion of trail starting at the -
Berkeley Drive/Frontage ::
‘Road intersection, con-

- ~fund1ng also demon-
strates a collaboratwe

Crescent Tra1l group
. Adebt of gratitude is -
~owed to our elected and '
‘appointed officials who
have'made this possible.”,

» t1nu1ng through Clemson

Park and the Rippleview

- neighborhood and ending .

at Gateway Park, accord

. '1ng to-Williams, -
i Clemson Mayor Robert

The Central ‘portion
will build a new 0.4-mile
sectlon of tra1l begm- '

center on. Cross Creek

" Road and endingina

residential subdivision
at Spring Forest Drive.
Central Mayor Andrew

g .‘ ; Beckner said the oppor-.

for outdoor enthus1asts

Qo acroes the reglon

ol tobuildouta do-mile - PAST FUNDING:

+In 2020, a $100,000

jSCPRT grant funded a’
: 'quarter-mrle mult1-use
loop at the oldest: park 1n'
i son‘c1ty 11m1ts —

Wi s alded by a $10 000
B Duke Energy grant The
*latest grant will fulﬁll

a “shared vision” ofa .
“multimodal netWork "

: ':W,llllams, said..
- “Fewpublic infra-
structure projects have -
asmany immediate and -
clear benefitsasatrail
 network — putting trail’

~ use of all our existing pub-

- tral- Pendleton
' our ﬁrst completed

: U S Hrghway 76 an
i ‘Gateway Park has bee

lic assets,” she said. “It is

our nonprofit’s great honor
_ tobe able to partner with !
, mult1p1e mumclpahtles and ‘

completely built by Clem

~ son University, part of a-

. school-funded w1den1ng
‘-prOJect that will create a
- connection'to the South .

on the ground makes better ‘

" Carolina Botanical: Gar&en '

e vreatlon;-center willmake
- ita “continued draw = .

cand the center of campus

" FUTURE GOALS -

Williams said the group

tually: connectlng with

downtown ‘Seneca:
“Addmg Walkable

ikeable routes for'the

lpeople who work, live and
. play here to use and enjoy -

also 1mproves safety for

* hasafuture goal of even- =

all; which is of paramount ‘

1mportance ”” she said.,

i
|

“We are employmg tralls n

“to connect the places we-

llve with the spots where

we love to spend time.
“Investing in tra1ls isan

1nvestment in our commu-

' n1ty’s economic prosperity
and overall wellbeing.’

Many future generatlons of

- . families and residents will *
-enjoy the benefits of acon- -

N

nected trail system, thanks

to the'efforts of today’s: -

- civic and elected leaders.”

,\. ’



