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A person shovels snow outs:de Rome Grocery near Bell-
ingham, Wash., on Tuesday morning. As heavy snow,
freezing rain and sleet | have disrupted travel across the
Pacific Northwest in the days Ieadmg up to Christmas,
the S.C. State Climatology Office is predicting a poten-
tlally cold and dry winter across the Southeast -
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of 2020, is forecast to
weaken over the next six
weeks, nearing normal
conditions by February or
March, the outlook said.
Severe weather liaison
Frank Strait said his “gut
feeling” is that this winter

won’t be like the past two.
He said the
risk of a winter
storm is high-
| est between
| Christmas and
| mid-January,
| but below-av-
| erage precip-
Strait itation will
help lower the
likelihood of storms.

Strait said he’s watching
La Nifna’s behavior for
“hints of what to expect.”

If it fades as predicted,
this winter will have weath-
er similar to the past two

years, he said. If it holds
strong, however, the winter
will start cold and end
warm, with the tempera-
ture flip happening in late
January to early February.
“Either way, February
is likely to be warm, Janu-
ary near average or colder
than average,” Strait said.

WHAT IS LA NINA?

El1 Nifio and La Nina are
opposing weather phenom-
ena that affect the Pacific
trade winds. Episodes
happen every two to seven
years and usually last nine
to 12 months, according to
the National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administra-
tion (NOAA), but some-
times last for years.

Normally, Pacific trade
winds blow west along
the equator, taking warm
water from South America
toward Asia, and cold water
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