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Clemson University president Jim Clements, left, and U.S. Space Force Vice Chief of Space Operations Gen. David
Thompson inked a memorandum of understanding for the University Partnership Program on Monday. The part-
nership will create internship and research opportunities between the school and the newest branch of the U.S.

Armed Forces.

Clemson, Space Force sign partnership agreement

BY RILEY MORNINGSTAR
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CLEMSON — Clemson Universi-
ty is now one of just 14 schools in
the country to enter an exclusive
strategic partnership with the
newest branch of the U.S. Armed
Forces — the U.S. Space Force.

School president Jim Clements
and other school officials wel-
comed a delegation from Space
Force and signed a memorandum
of understanding in its Universi-
ty Partnership Program (UPP) on
Monday with Vice Chief of Space
Operations Gen. David Thomp-
son. Clemson is the 13th universi-
ty to join the partnership and the
next to last to be allowed in on
+he initial initiative Thomn<on

told The Journal other schools in-
cluded in the partnership include
the Georgia Institute of Technol-
ogy, Howard University, Massa-
chusetts Institute of Technology,
the University of South Carolina
and the University of Texas at
Austin.

In a special ceremony, Clem-
ents said Clemson was founded
in 1889 as a land grant university
and opened as a military school
in 1893, highlighting the school’s
historic military service ties.

“We carry a legacy of leader-
ship and service to the state, the
country and world,” Clements
said. “Partnering with the Space
Force will provide our students
with the opportunity to engage in
a new frontier of militarv service

and give our students, faculty and
staff the ability to develop and be
part of cutting-edge research and
advancements that are critical to
the Space Force in meeting their
core mission requirements.”

Thompson said Clemson’s work
in optics and engineered light,

-space physics, atomic physics

and photonics were critical in the
sixth and newest military branch
selecting the school.

“We need to continue to develop
space leaders,” Thompson said.
“This nation has a long history
of providing opportunity, and all
of its citizens in many different
ways. It doesn’t matter where you
came from, where you grew up,

SEE SPACE, PAGE A3
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