- Tragedy inspires woman to start project
to help emergency response on area lakes
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SENECA — In July 2020,
Lesia Monfre called 911
when a person went miss-
ing from a pontoon boat in
the cove next to her home.

. She gave dispatch her
address, and rescuers
came quickly, but the man
drowned. _
~ Monfre said the accident
got her thinking about
landmarks on the lake.

“I was here, I was able to
call 911, T knew the phys-
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Pickens County Emergency Services is piloting a new sign

“system to help boaters on Lake Keowee know where they

are when they call 911. The more exact location will help
emergency crews get to boaters in distress faster. Twenty
signs were put up around Lake Keowee with identifiers for
emergency crews — a “P” standing for Pickens County, a
“K" for Lake Keowee and an identifying number.

ical address right away,”
she said. “What if you’re
out there on the lake and
you’re not near a landmark
of some sort, whether it be
amarina or boat launch,
or bridge or something

where you could give the
operator?

“I was out on the lake
with my husband, and we
were riding around and
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