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Clemson goalkeeper George Marks sends the ball downfield during the Tigers’ 2-0 victory over Washington on Sun-
day in Cary, N.C., which secured the program’s third national title, and its first since 1987.

‘Euphoric’

Tigers capture first
national title since 1987

BY MICHAEL CROUCHLEY
THE JOURNAL

CARY, N.C. — After an
NCAA Tournament run
filled with upsets and
penalty-shootout heroics,
the Clemson men’s soccer
team captured its third
national championship
in program history on
Sunday.

After winning pen-
alty shootouts over
top-seeded Oregon State
in the quarterfinals and
fourth-seeded Notre
Dame in the Final Four
on Friday, Clemson for-
ward Isaiah Reid scored
two early goals against
second-seeded Washing-
ton on Sunday afternoon
in Cary, N.C.

Clemson’s experienced
defense carried it the
rest of the way, as the
eighth-seeded Tigers
earned a 2-0 win and their
first national title since

at — even when you say
you want to
win it, I don’t
think we
know what
that means,”
2 Clemson
goalkeep-
er George
Marks said
after Sun-
day’s match.
“I think it’s
going to take
o weeks to fully
set in, but it’s
unbelievable. It's euphor-
ic. It makes everything
worth it.”

The Tigers (16-5-2) got
an early Christmas gift
just 30 seconds into the
match, Washington (18-
2-2) saw goalkeeper Sam
Fowler completely miss
the ball on an attempted
kick, allowing Reid to
run through on goal and
poke the ball into an
empty net, putting the
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Clemson junior Isaiah Reid reacts after one of his two “Winning the national “Before the game,
goals in the Tigers’ 2-0 win over Washington on Sunday  championship is almost

in Cary, N.C. too big of a goal to look SEE TIGERS, PAGE €3



he Clemson men'’s soccer team
completed an incredible run
through the NCAA Tournament in
perfect fashion on Sunday, dominat-
ing second-seeded Washington in a 2-0
victory in Cary, N.C., to capture the third

national championship in program his-
tory. The No. 8 seed Tigers scored in the
game’s first 30 seconds and never allowed
the Huskies to find the back of the net to
hoist the championship trophy for the first
time since 1987. At right, Clemson senior
Callum Johnson lifts the hardware over his
head after the victory. To read more about
the Tigers' historic victory, turn to page C1.
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