New Bountyland

fire substation on the move

County in process of payng church $100K for site

BY RILEY MORNINGSTAR
THE JOURNAL

WALHALLA — Oconee

County is in the pro-
cess of paying a Sene-
ca church $100,000 to
subdivide its property
to become the home of
the new Bountyland fire
substation.

County council chair-

man John Elliott said Keowee School Road. like to extend its grz_iti-
at Tuesday’s council The site the church sits tude to the church, its
meeting the county was on is approximately 10.18 board o_f deacons anq to
“pleased to announce” acres, according to the the entire gor}gregatlon
the ongoing acquisition, county assessor’s map. for thei_r w1111_ngness to
and “groundbreaking “County officials have subdivide their prqperty
will be soon.” Elliott worked diligently for for this important in-
said Maranatha Baptist more than a year to iden- vestment into emergency
Church leaders agreed tify a location for the sub-. services and continued
for the substation to be station on Keowee School priority into public safe-
located adjacent to the Road,” Elliott said.

church’s property at 240 “Oconee County would SEE SUBSTATION, PAGE A5
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Oconee County is working to finalize a $100,000 land purchase
from Maranatha Baptist Church on Keowee School Road.

ty. we are currently conducting
due diligence in preparation for
the $100,000 purchase.”

Councilman Julian Davis, who
owns a Seneca-based insurance
agency, said better fire protec-
tion lowers insurance premiums
and helps residents financially.

“Tor those that are in the in-
surance world, you pay very high
premiums, and this is one of those
areas it touches. We've worked
really hard on our fire protection
rates in Oconee County,” he said.
“That's not only given them better
fire protection, but has lowered
their insurance rates.”

The announcement signals a
formal shift away from a 1.39-
acre site on South Cove Road,
off Keowee School Road, which
the county acquired from the
School District of Oconee Coun-
ty for $10 in 2017.

BROCK ON MOVE
Since 2015, the county has
spent more than $44,000 on

engineering and architectural
consulting work on the sub-

station. On
Wednesday,
county
administra-
tor Amanda
Brock told
The Journal
the move
was “abso-
lutely not” a
waste of tax
dollars, be-
cause money
already spent
on designs
will apply to
the new site.
“The
$44,000 ex-
pended was
not specific to
that site, and
the buildings
were engi-

neered when we did the design
build contract ... for the 10 \
substations under construction,”
she said. “The site was cleared

‘Although a previous
location had been
identified and the school
district was gracious
enough to offer that
donation of the land
for the purpose of an
emergency substation,

council since that time did
not feel that site was ideal.

Amanda Brock
Oconee County administrator

by the county, but it wasn’t en-
tirely wooded. We just removed a

few trees and
got the en-
croachment
done.”
Council
and fire
officials have
expressed
concern
about the
traffic and
limitations
of expansion
on South
Cove Road.
Brock said
she expected
an emergency
traffic signal
would “not
pass” because
of the low
traffic count
in the area.

“Although a previous location
had been identified and the
school district was gracious
enough to offer that donation of
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