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:'neaﬂy 30 percent in de cade
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* County’s population

‘grew by neagly 6.

“ percent over the past:
decade, accordingto. * '}
new U.8. Census data :
© The county’s total *

.population as mod-’
sured by the 2020 - it
census was reportedat - o
78,607 — Uup 5:8 percent -

from 74,273.a decade .
ago. 'I‘he county; which -
thas apprex1mately 125+

| people per squaremile,
‘had the 16th largest: ..
populatmn mcrease=
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she sa1d “I feel like we are in 11ne w1th

‘most of the Sontheast and that we are
experlencing growth that is both’ manage- N

able and exciting at the same time.”

‘Brock added the county is growmg at B

“an acceptablerate.” .
" “If we grow too fast we may ﬁnd :

burselves in-a situation where we aren’t - -
avallable to provide the services that our

.citizens and v131ters expect of us,” she’

{017,681 1 2020. . -
‘VAWAITING l\tII.INICII’AI.I'i'\r RESULTS

Census data shows Seneca remain-
‘ing the most heavily populated city

in. Oconee, with a population of 8,850 . -

: people - 1P 748 from: 2010,
While the specific results have yet to

be rolled out for cities and towns with
populations less than 5,000, preliminary

' acceptable rate

o estlmates in 2019 shew an 1ncrease in’ all -
o _mun1c1pallt1es in'the county apartfrom
. Salem, which showed a slight decrease -

That inférmation is- expected to: be re- -
leased later this month.
‘Walhalla increased to 4,370, Westmm-

ster rose to 2,536 and West-Union grew'to . -
335, while Salem decreased by three to 132 R |
according to 2019 population estimates. ~

Based.on initial estimates, Brock said "

"growth is “pretty steady” across the coun:: .
-~ ty.based on “available infrastructure.” . -
said. “As long as we can keep that growth
and our ability to: malntam our service - -
_and quality of life, I think it’s a benefit.”
+As for ‘neighboring Picketis County, o
it grew from 119,224 people to 131,404 in
‘the latést census. Clemson-grew by 27. i
-percent, up from 18,906 remdents in 2010

" “There may be some areas-in the *
county where water and sewer are not
readily available, and those growth ar-

' edis obviously would be decréased as the . |
. rest of the county, because if there’s no

‘water and sewer, then there’s no avail-

ab111ty for housmg, she said. “There are '

‘certain census tracts in and around the .

. municipalities that have indications of

growth, and we definitely look forward
to seeing those numbers come out onge -
they re ﬁnallzed .
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