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: CLEMSON Clemson
- City Councﬂeased re-

' ‘strlctlons_Friday inthe :

. ‘city’s mask'ordinance,

. which will no longer :-

- require bar patrons to. -

" rerain seated while
. actively eating and.
drinking: :

. The vote passed 5- 1
“While we enforce the
,;j-mask ordinarice tni-"
- formly thioughotit the .

N i;lemson eases |
mask res;_ ﬁlCthIlS

. cornmunlty, the student
“residents have been the -
' ”.most Yocal about thieir *
"frustration with this or--
" dinance,” said Clemson
Mayor Robert Halfacre, -
| who.made the miotion. .
- “We need to recognize*
_there’s a. safe populatlon
and dllow some lenlency
-toprevent'this feustra:
- tien from promotmg an

shlp withl

‘ ‘TH5'JqUﬁNAL AS'

- ‘FROMPAGEAI .

We think that the mask ordi-
nance is still necessary, but we
can offer new and updated ad-
vice on how to comply with this
ordinance in a way that better
conveys council’s intentions.”
Halfacre said the ordmance

-still requires social d.lstancmg

- A.new fliver has been pre-

; pared that will be shared with :

businesses and posted on the

" city website.

The new. mask mandate .
requires masks that cover the .

‘nose and mouth to be worn at
-all times when inside a busi-

- ness, Masks must be worn at

- any time outdoors when people

are waiting in line to enter a
bar and, when in line, social -

- distancing must be practiced,

- ‘While seated, tables must be

. kept 6 feet apart.

TFailure to comply withthe
ordinance can result in a $25

“fine.

Halfacre added in his motion
that Clemson Police Chief Jorge -
Campos would be authorized to
provide the new revised guide-
lines to businesses.

Voting along with Halfacre

were Councilwomen Alesia
Smiith and Catherine Watt and
Councilmen John Ducworth -
and Bob Brogkover. Council-
man Fran McGuire cast the.
lone dissenting vote,

“COVID doesn’t care if yourre

'ﬁ s1tt1ng or. standmg — it's ir-

relevant if you'll get COVID or .

EMSON; ‘COVID isa
hhlk@f 4 MC 'lilre S al d :

not,’_’ Mchre sald" “Y agsume
the intent of this changeis -~
to get more people in the bar;

"o it’s riot just standingas . -

opposed to sitting — it’s the '

number of people in the bar, So, -
" Ithink the number of people in
"a bar, even acknowledging how
" safe we've been, increases the .

likelihood of spread, because. ':'

- there’s more potential people .
that can do that. What happens
~downtown doesn't end down-

town — COVID is'a hitchhiker,

80 if you move downtownto .
" ‘other areas, it moves with you,”

Following a Januayy incident,
at the Study Hall restaurant .
and bar where social media
erupted over attendees not.

. wearing masks or soc1a1 dis-
_taneing, police have enforced -

- artle requiring anyone who.

isnhot seated atabartobe .-

masked, Bar owners requested -

council relax the requirement,

. saying customers have simply

taken their business toneigh-:

boring cities, counties and even

scross the state line, where,

“'such requlrements aren’t as~ .

stringent. .
Halfacre said COVID-19 cdases

“would continue to be monitored
“in the city on a weekly basis,

*“We will contihue as a ¢ity’.

- couneil to look at whiat’s in the
"best interests of safety in our

. eommunity, as well as busmess
: v1ta11ty,” he said.”
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