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SENECA — A project more than a
decade in the making could start to
take shape alongside Lake Hartwell
by the end of next summer. i

The Oconee County Parks, Recre
ation and Tourism Department is

seeking final approval from the U. S
- Army Corps of Engineers (‘U&ACE)

to begin a two-phase project total-

ing more than $2 million at the e

Seneca Creek access point.
The first phase of the project

would include a courtesy dock, con-

crete boat ramps, erosion control, a
paved parking lot and lighting.
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PROJECT: Area “a very popular location that’s
not been very well taken care of over the years’

FROM PAGE A1

this existing site is that it’s
very secluded,” Shirley said.
“Unless you drive
into the access
area, you really
don’t know what’s
back there.”

The project
. would open the
entire property
up along Seneca
. Creek Road, along
with the creation of 49 boat
parking spots and 29 parking
spots for cars.

The project has been in the
works since 2009, according
to Shirley.

THE FUNDING

Phase one of the project will
cost roughly $1,330,000 and
would be funded through eco-
nomic development millage
and a separate grant already
in hand. Shirley said the
county increased the econom-
ic development millage from
1 mill per year to 2.3 mills per
year two years ago. The addi-
tion of 1.3 mills is for capital
investment in tourism. About
$1.03 million of the economic
development millage collect-
ed would go to the first phase
of the project.

Shirley

After approval from the
USACE, the project will go
out to bid and then be brought
to county council for a final
approval. Shirley said he is
hopeful that bid documents
can begin being processed in
the first quarter of 2021.

THE VISION

Work on boat ramps can’t
be done from March through
June because of spawning
season, so Shirley is hopeful
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 COST: $732,624

work could begin in July.
The access ramp, located
at 280 Seneca Creek Road,
is in rough condition — and
when lake levels are down,
practically unusable. The
construction of a new ramp
would create a more stable
environment and increased
access when levels are down.
“Great project for the cit-
izens. I think that’s the No.
1 goal, is getting additional
lake access — safe access —
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and it’s a lot easier to launch
your boat with the ramps
than it is off the dirt,” Oconee
County Council chairman
Julian Davis said at a recent
meeting. “I think it is great
tourism for Oconee County.”

The county currently has a
25-year lease with the USACE
that expires in 2042, Shirley
said. Visitors have to cross
Clemson University land to
access the property, so the
school has been involved in
the planning process.

Work on phase two of the
project will depend on what
other items will need to
be checked off in the PRT
department first. Shirley did
say he was hopeful that after
completion of phase one, the
second half of the project
would begin within 12-18
months.

“I think the Seneca Creek
project provides great en-
hancement to a very popular
location along the Seneca Riv-
er of Lake Hartwell,” Shirley
said. “It’s a very popular loca-
tion that’s not been very well
taken care of over the years,
and we hope to get it back up
to a standard of excellence for
the community.”
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