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for those “traveling
or going out of town”

longer to find out a result.
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during the holiday
season to go out and get
a quick response test for
peace of mind.

“If anyone is traveling
or going out of town, peo-
ple want to know if they
have COVID-19 before
they get on an airplane,”
Moore added. “Come
here, get tested and we’ll
give you the result so you
can take it to wherever
you're visiting and say,
‘Hey, I'm negative. It’'s a
hard year in general, and
especially around the hol-
idays, you want to spend
time with your family. At
the same time, you want
to be careful and not take
any unnecessary germ or
virus to your loved ones.”

Tests will be offered
as long as supplies last.
The office first offered
the rapid tests on Oct.

8. At the time, cases in
Oconee County were
trending downward from
a late September peak.
Now, since Oct. 31, cases
have climbed back up,
according to the S.C. De-
partment of Health and
Environmental Control.

“I know, right now,
at urgent care (clinics)
they’re out of tests. Our
supplier is telling us that
we should not run out,”
Moore said. “It kind of

Physician assistant Hen-
ry Ramirez said the test is
less invasive
than the PCR
tests, which
 reach high
into the nasal
cavity.

Rapid tests

normally cost
upward of
$150, Ramirez
said, but Upstate Medical
is offering tests for $107,

SPECIAL TO THE JOURNAL
Upstate Medical Asso-
ciates is offering rapid
COVID-19 tests performed
with BD Veritor.

leveled out for a little bit.
I would say the middle of
last week, we've seen a
spike. People are getting
exposed, and we do test-
ing for companies that
have exposures. ... We
want to serve the com-
munities as best we can.”

Those who have been
exposed to COVID-19 with-
in the past two weeks will
be directed to go through
the office’s side doors to
prevent any possible expo-
sures to the public.

To check in with the .
office ahead of stopping
in for a rapid COVID-19
test, call (864) 886-2000
or visit upstatemed.com.



