BY GREG OLIVER
THE JOURNAL

CLEMSON —- The
Central Railway Muse-
um has not only donat-

refurbishimert of the

| . old railroad caboose,
| butisalso donating -
physical labor. ’
" Last year,the inu-

© seum presenteda .
monetary donation ta
thé town, and for two
days a‘week for the past

' two and-a half months,

" members have heen

providing much-needed '

| repairs to the interior .
! ‘of the cabdose.. -
“We're completely re-
‘ furb1sh1ng the inside —
 we. rewn'ed it'complete-
1y, pit all new lights ixi,
| -as.there were no lights
in'there, répaired
| ‘holes'inthe wall and’
floors and are getting
it cleaned up,” railway
museum member Tom
Langdale said, adding
that fellow member
" Harry Kelley has been
avorking alongside him.
Langdale said the
work hasn’t been as bad

“tlirn around, there’s |
something else you ﬁnd
that’s got to be ﬁxed or
repalred 2 ;

. The most. dlfﬁcult
part Langdale said,
_ has been. deahng with
the heat

Treasurer Jim Alex— _
© ander sald the rallway

© money to paint the.”
.- outside about a year
. ago, and members:

t

dollais théy haveon: -
'~ hand. Both Langdale -
£ and Kelley are new '

.. members of the Ge'ntrja_l B
Rallway Model and His-
- torical Assoclatlon and
have W1111ng1y stepped

up to do the work. .
‘ “They got here and
asked whiit they could .
T do and we found so}?‘le
bake

couldn t even get in

ed money to help in the

town’s nearly.60-year-

- museumn helped Segure -

have $0ught to worlk'on
areas of repair w1t _the

m downtown Central

'the door > Alexander .

said; “These two' ‘guys

- really tore into it and are

very talented, skill-wise.
They’ve taken pieces off,
taken pieces home and
repainted. It's amazing

. what they’ve done,

“We’ve still got a ways to
go — probably a couple of
more months. But the next
thing is probably to paint
the floor. If that doesn’t
work, we’ll put semething
down, We're also trying

*: to-put-some glass in there
added “Every tlme you

instead of Plexiglas, since'
it’s been in for years and -
doesn’t work well.”

Alexander said the work -
~ .onthecaboose’is being.
" furnided strictly by the

Central Railway Museum.
The museum received a

: donatlon from the family _

of & former member who

" died and has already

spént a portion of the . -

- money enaterials for-
- the refurbishment.

Alexander said ofﬁmais

- are still not sure. what the

plans are for the caboose

" ohée the'work is complet~
: 'ed L R

~-“We havea 11m1ted
number of members, 50.
we wantto figure out

if we can-man it once a-
month, because you really

“do have to have soineone

_there watching itand-

: THEJOURNAL .
Central Railway Model and Historical Association mem-"
. ber Tom Langdale secures a table insule the old caboose '

keepinfg track of What’s .

going on,” he said; “We're
going to have some items -

‘we found in the original”

cabooses on-display,
and we’ll probably haVe
a train model runnmg
somewhere.”

The emphasm on the Lo
repairs, Alexander pointed. -

out, is to make it as ¢loseto

what was originalty used - -
_as possible. Alexander is*

hopeml the caboose, ké -
_ the railway muiseum, eould
“be open for special events,
- including birthday parties,

"Alexander said:the: .

- stipport provided by the

town of Central has been
amazing,
" “We needed §eme sup-

'port getting sonme power

andthey took good care -

+of:us,” he said, “I think .-

' - (the caboose) willbe mote. -
' readily usable in'the- "

future, because: we‘]l have

- power. where -we-can turn

‘a switch on rather than™

'runmng a generator or

tlie caboose is 1mprovmg"

~ acéess for older pociile:

~“We may be able to in::-
stall a handicaptamp, but:

. we're not that fay along

vet,” Alexander said.:* -
In 2019, Aléxander told -

town council that more.

than 1,000 people vistted
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