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Ocenee and Pickens countles rank above
the stgte and natlonal averages in SAT :

ol:ma Eepartment of Education. .

85 Whlle ‘Oconee County’s was
1gher than the national score of.

1ckens County ranked second otit -

Ltotal'score, while each of its four

- Ocorieé Cotinty had the seventh-high-
est average total score among districts
in South Carolina, jumping eight spots

from a year-ago: The district’s total score _

.increased 13 points in a year that saw a-
drop in both the state and national aver-

. ages, as'well as many distrlct averages

in South Carolina.

“We are excited to see-our students per-
form well this year,” School District of. -
. Oconee County superintendent Michael

. Thorsland said, “It ¢ertainly demon-
strates that we are making progress to- -
ward the board of trustees’ goal of SDOC

- being'a top 10 district in South Carolina.” .

‘But Thorsland added that it is difficult
to compare schools and districts based -
on atestthat is only taken by some stu-

dents, While Seneca High Scliool did not
excéed the state and national average in’
~its SAT scores, it had the highest number
of test-takers in Oconee County with-
108, followed by 78 at Walhalla and 69 at
West-Oak.

“Tohave a truly fair comparlson, you
would need to.include scores from-all
students,” he said.

School District of Plckens County
superintendent Danny Merck said he i 1s

“excited about the district’s SAT scores,
led by Daniel High School, which also
had the highest number of test takers —
153 -— among the district’s schools.

-“T'tn very proud of the work our
teachers do to prepare our students for-
success at the college level, * Merck said.

“We have placed an-emphasis on not only

g.Cohntystotal overall average : :

South Carclina school dlstrlcts in.’ .

thoeols exceeded state and national - =
s, while Walhalla High and West- . ©
h did likewise in Qconee County.

offering a wide variety of AP and honors
courses, hut also expanding access to
those courses.for more students, Our
students consistently show-their best.

. _performance on measures of college and -

career readiness, and it’s encouraging té
see that continue this year.”

. The SAT relies on two main compo- :

. nents — evidence-based writing and

- “writing and math = with the essay: s@c- -
- tion optional. SAT scores range from 400

to 1600. SAT results are based on grad-
nating seniors in 2020, and the report

_ displays scores for 'those students who,

at the time the test whs administered,

indicated that they would be graduatmg
_in the 201920 school year. :

Students who take the SAT are count
ed only once, no. matter how often they

test, and only their latest score is usedin

" those calculations. . T
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