Food Lionbuys

all Bi-Lostores
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. SENECA — Thelast

‘Bi-Lo grocery storein
Oconee County will

pecome-aFood Lilon early.
nextyear.
Food Lion, which

. curently-operates one. -

 has, Scutheastern Grocers

(SEG), which operates .
Bi-1.0, said the strategic -
moveé allows it to focus o

 expansion of its Fresco .

~y-Més, Harveys Super- - .

Thatket and Winn-Dixle .-
.- panners. Bi-Lo closed the
- doors on two-of its area

. -store between-Seneca .-~

- and Clemson, announced

Wednesday plans with
Bi-Lo’s parent company to
purchase 62 stores across.
Georgia and the Caroli-

ment includes 46 Bi-Lo
-stores and 16 Harveys. .
Supermarkets, which will
remain open unhder the
same name Gntil the tran--
sition begins it January
2021 The new name and
marketing will rol) out in
a staggered fashion, with
all 62 stores, operating
under the Food Lion name
by April 2021,

“Weare so excited to
add these new locations to
our more than 630 stores

.across Georgla and the

“Carolinas,” Food Lion:
president Meg Ham said.
“We've been serving cus-
tomers in these largerre- -
gions for almost 60 years.

 We're thrilled to add these

i e gt 4y

‘ FROMPRGEAY - -~ -

. gtores in April 2018, leav-
ing only the store at Bi-Lo

PlaceinSeneca.
" The purchase agree-

' SFEBI-LO, PAGE AS

Ral A

__these associates to apply

for Food Lion positions for
* whieh they qualify,” Yood
Lion external commu- o
nications manager Matt. -
Harakal said. g

" SEG does not give out
employment numbers per

‘ company policy, corporate
y ct)_mmunicaﬁons‘senior o

.'fma'nager Joe Caldwell said.

“Any associates who are

" affocted by this decision
will be treated with the

utmost care and respect - -
and will receive the appro-
priate support throughout -

this transition;” Caldwell::
said;¥Pending regulatory
. approvals and other-cus-
© tomary closing conditions,
we will actively collabo- -

locations and serve even "

more towns and cities
across these three states -
with fresh, quality prod--
uicts at affordable prices
every day with the caring,
friendly service custom-

ors expect from their jocal

Food Libn" .

SEG secured an agree-
ment with its distributor
in Mauldin to continue
gupplying the transition-
ing stores, . .
~ Food Lion expects to

hire more than 4,650 as-
sociates at the stores, and
current Bi-Lo employees
are invited to apply.

- «We are always looking
for exceptional retail asso-
ciates and welcome any of

- Walgreens, S

" rate and coordinate with-
_the purch-asing-organiza- :
- tionin -thé;ihteririewir‘;g -
-and hiring of associates | .
. from acquiréd stores.”

Ttwasn't clear if the

Food Lion hires would be -
an increase or decredse in

workforce.

'NO PHARMACIES

PLANNED .-
Food Lion does not plan.

to operate pharmacies in ’

any of its stores, a repre-

‘sentative sa‘;d,and‘ SEG

announced its current -
pharmacies at Bi-L.o and

‘Harveys Supermarket -
~ gtores will be phasing into-

the control of CVS and

- lionearly nextyear

~ “The successful execu- -
tion:of our long-term trans- |
formation strategy may,. .
attimes, require difficult

decisions,” SEG president
and CEO Anthony Hucker . ‘:
said. “Today’s {ransactions
ave a critical strategic '
rove and an important

- pext step for our contin- -

1ted growth and broader -
evolution as a business,
These actions will facili-

tate greater.investment in .,
our remaining footprint so 1
we canreontinue toprovide

an exceptional shopping -
-experienceour customers
can always-count.on." '
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