Governor closes schools

Local officials prepared for long-term online learning

« administrators” who
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dous job in making it
possible for our students
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instruction from home vi

will continue.

For schools such as Cen-
tral Academy for the Arts,
which relies on hands-on
activities, that can be
especially challenging.

“Our related arts teach-
ers sent home handouts
to_ students in 4-year-old
kindergarten through sec-
ond-grade with ideas, and
they are bosting activities
on Schoology for our third-
th?ough fifth-graders,”

principal Tish Goode said. —
Administrators are also can log on and the teacher

Pav]ng to get used to what can have live instruétion-

1s the new normal, at least al time with them.”

for the foreseeable future, | Henderson added that

the use of Chromebooks
h
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Ra_verllel Elementary interventionists, special
principal Angie Hender- education teachers, gifted
son §a1d Principals are and talented and related
3 stilymg pretty busy. arts teachers are also
Ifind myself on the having to be creative.
phone with parents and “I spend time with
teachers helping them them helping them to

!;roubleshoot technology
1ssues, and we also have
an awesome technology
ho_tline set up,” Henderson
gald. “We are also continy-
ing to hold IEP (individu-
alized education pPlan, for
special needs students) as
they come through Google
Meet, and many teachers
are also hosting class ses-
sions daily through Goo-
gle Meet as well. There

are many apps available

to our teachers for sub-
mitting work and getting
feedback, and students

develop lessons on how
to best meet the needs of
their students, and for
related arts, we have sent
out a weekly calendar of
activities,” she said. “Our
special education teach-
ersare also providing
services through Google
Meet and posting live
videos of them instructing
specific lessons.”
Principals and teachers
are also having to juggle

education for students at
their particular school,
along with their own chil-
dren's ediicational needs
from a home setting.

“I am navigating pre-
school, elementary, mid-
dle and high school online
sessions,” Henderson said
of her four children, ages
3-14. ~
The School District of
Oconee County is rec-
ommending that parents
establish a visual sched-
ule each day and post it
in their home, pointing
out that schedules and
routines are a core part
of the school day and help
provide an opportunity
for normalcy during this
time. Teachers are re-
quired by the state Depart-
ment of Education to grade
some assignments as well

as give assignments.
School district officials

are warning parents that

student Chromebooks are

unusable without district
log-in credentials. No per-
sonal programs or games
can be downloaded, and
they cannot be used as a
regular family computer.
The computers also have
little monetary value.
All district devices are
filtered, and any inappro-
priate search or content is
reported to school admin-
istrators.

While schools are closed
through the end of April,
officials say it is too early
to determine what will
happen with graduations
scheduled in May.

“That’s too far out,” Eby
said. “I think it would be
safe to say we want to get
through at least the first
week of this before we
start looking seriously at
graduation ceremonies.”

As far as actual ac-
ademic graduation is
concerned, Eby added
that officials are seeking

guidance from the State
Department of Educaiion.



