Tri-countyareano

longer in drought

‘ BY GREG Oll\fEII

have eXperienced a g@od :
s amount of ramfall ?

‘mittee on Wednesday vot--.
‘ed to move the state upa. |
level from 1nelp1ent tono
drought due to 1ncreased .
rainfall the past couple of s
months. ...
“Oconee PlC kens ahd

Anderson (countles)

: meetmg was :to evaluate ,
~ the drought statls state-
‘wide, Some, portions of the |
- state, such as Bluffton and |
‘Myrtle Béach, haveex- .
peri ] ’fall totals
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in the double diglts over
the past 60 days, while .
Oramgeburg was one of
the driest areas. )
© “Normal rainfall for
October and November is.
around 6 o 6 1/2.inches,”
‘Mizzell safd: “Mogt sites
~ in the stafe have had at
least normal rainfall in
the last 60 days.”
. Mizzell said Qconee has
-been “more wet and close-

to normal the last 60 days” ‘

and that the Upstate has
experienced “one of the
more heavier periods of
rain during the past seven
days we've seen.”
Groundwater conditions
in Oconse weid.above nor-
mal last month, and.are
now at normal status,:.
“Walhallaresident Bar-
- bara Wilson, i volunteer

weather observer for the

_ National Weather Servroe

o in Greer said she mea-

sured 3.31 inches of fain in
November, but 6.38 inches
in October. Although those
numbers were improve-

" ments from August, when

she measured 2.12 inches,.

- both totals are lower than

the 5,15 inches and 9.73

Ainchesin October and. © -
"November of last:year, = = .-

Mizzell said the sev-

. en-day weather outlook

calls for the heaviest

rainfall to occurinthe -

Upstate, with signifi-

cantly less rainfall along
" the coast. The National

Oceanic.and Atmospherio

Administration is calling
for above-normal tempera.- .-

tures and prempltation
from Dec. 812, . -
In addition to the

_ westerh region of Qconee,

Pickens and Anderson .
counties, therest of the -
stafe was either moved, . .

- from inmplent to normal or

from rioderate to 1nc1p1ent.

The committee looks at
factors such as agricul- ¢
ture, forest ﬁr r1sk Water
supply and water qi
Wwhen ; aesessmg drought
conditions,

Anderson Regional

Joint Water System execu-

tive d1reetdr ScottiWillett

“saidsprecipitation i iy the.
three counties “has been
. morethan. eufﬁolent to

. improve, the mild drought

that oocur ed durmg the

levels are hormal, fire
hazard islow, publlc de-

" miand for. water has been

" rains haVe further re-
duced the need for outdoor :

“Crop and-soil ‘moisture

g '1r.r1ga-t1on,” Willett said.
. "More rains are in the

immediate forecast.”
Agriculture officials

said the recent rains have

hampered farmers from_ -

. getting into the field and -

harvesting crops. They

‘say that, hopefully, the
-~ rain will hold off so farm-
-ers can start planting
- winter wheat, While beef

producers hope to plant -
some winter rye grass for

_cattle grazing, they add

current cold temperatures

~ don’tencourage a lot of

grass growth.
The committee plans to
meet again next-month to

- assess weather conditions
: throughout the state
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