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SENECA— A proposed
short-term rental ordi-

nance wasn't on the agen-

da at Tuesday’s Seneca

City Council meeting;

~ but nearly a dozen people

- expressed opinions about

 the issue during the
meeting’s public com-

“ment period,- .

‘The city is currently
- consldering two versions

of a short-term rental or-

dinance. One would allow
and regulate short-term
rentals for-all home-
owners, except where
neighborhood covenants
have prohibited or is
maore strict than the city

_ ordinance. The other ver-

+ slon would limit short-
term rentals outside of

- those neighborhoods to

' homes considered the

i primary residence for
the homeowner, meaning
the homes could only be

. rented 72.days a year to

. keep a home as a primary
residence and its 4-per-
cent tax assessment rate,

Realtors have opp_ose_d )

the second proposal,
arguing those who own .

. second homes have the =
" rightto rent thelr proper— -

ties as well. :
John Pulham & local
- "Realtor, suggested both
~ sides of the isstie come
‘together and talk.
“There’s points on both
' sides of this,” Pulliam
said. “Everybody needs
to acknowledge that:
I think there is some
common ground already.

. We can simply get a siall

group from both sides,
the Realtor group; the
concerned citizens, the
folks that want to make
progress and get things
done. Compromlse goes :

dealing with for nearly 18
months. '

“We could get that one

done,” he said. “We can

always do tweaks. This

. isn’t the 10 Command-

ments we're doing. I
would like to see it get
moving. Aren’t you guys
getting short-term rental

- fatigue? I do understand

the 6- percent issue. What

with that. p vou don’t
“Waare ~ " . understand
in favor of we are " isthat we've
regulation on been doing
the short-' In favor Of this for 18

" term rental . months,
issyeand . - regUIatlon - WhatI -

" we're in favor - ’ -wouldn’t like
of Iﬁope;'lty 0N the ShOFtH ustto do is to
rights,” he - _ , get 80 over-
ated s term rental  yhened
compliai, issueand RO
strongly it AT s - this thing,
is a condlict WeETe I_n favor I want to
best resolved " say to the _
outsidootthe  Of PTOPEITY  Reators, we
legal arena. can't wait
Thats going rights. This IS any longor”

obealotof . : Davi;
meey s definitelya i
sitotine,  complicated  sgrrelere
there tryin 1 ! the nati
to drumyupga ISSUE. , ha?velzig[ﬁlif-
lawsuit.” ‘ ‘ icant limits

' Mike John Pulliam to short-term

. White, a res- Local Realtor * yentals. He
ident of the utged coun-
White Oak Point, said the cilto approve one of the
pr_opps_ed draft allowing two proposals ' :
,.sho’rt termrentalsfor- . “Myhopeis the city

» . primary and secondary - will pass one: of t_he two

" homes would “regulate” recommendations that
instlelag of “prohlb&t: and Mr. Molulde;'l gave to
could bring an end to an council so that we have
issue council has been some legislation on the

‘books that will not allow

short-term rentals in ar-

eas where the covenants

prohibit that,” he said.
Paul Stovall agreed.

“I lived 1n my home 35
years,” he said. “I hate to

-see where this could go,”

John Johnston, who
lives in Lakewood Es-
tates where Wicker and
Stovall live, also agreed,
the issue needs to be
gettled soon and said he
would support either of
the two proposals.

“This doesn’treally
need a whole lot of ongoing
debate,” he said. “Idon't
think it needs a committee
to stall it for another five
months. It needs to hap-
pen. Please do somethlng
and do it soon.”

Flora Riley, president of
the Normandy Shores As-
sociation, asked couneil to
make sure the ordinance
protects the neighbor-
hoods that have approved
covenants prohibiting
or limiting short-term
rentals. She added she -~
wanted to see permits.

1o rént Yevoked “aftera -

specific number of calls " -
{o the city” about viola-
tions of the ordinance:

She encouraged council to
require short- term rental
ownersto geta business
license in additionto a

- permit to have a short-

term rental in the city.
She said she supports
limiting the rental prop-

erties to primary resi- .-
_dents and said the owner

and manager of the rental .
nunit should live within 25
miles of the home.

“The ordinance needs
to'be as specific as possi-
ble,” she said. o
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