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SENECA A proposed
ordlnance allowmg and
regulatlng short-term
rentals in Seneca could

" get afinal vote next week.

City administrator Scoti
Moulder said Tuesday he

- willlikely present three
- dra;ts of the proposed

ordmance for city council
to pick from at its meetmg
on Sept; 10,

“We've had one version
that we've had a first read-.

| ingon, and right now, that

i/{the ofﬁmal version,”
oulder said Tuesday. “In
order for them to make
any changes to it, they
waouid have to make an
ameéndment to amend and
replace that one with one
of the other ones.”

One draftis the current
version of the ordinance
approved on first reading
in June, It would limit the
number of people staymg

uptoa maxlmum of 12,

It would also require

one paved parking space
onsite — not on the street

.+ | — per bedroom and local |

management at all times.
A second draft is similar

. | to the Hrst one, but “cleans
. | up” some of the language
. |in the first draft, according

to Moulder, The third ver-

" |ston, suggested by Moulder

at council’s Aug. 13 meet-
ing, would limit short-term

: rentals to ‘horties that'are

the primary residence of -

“It will prévent secon

property owners,” Motild-
ertold the councﬂ_ on Aug.

8. “Tt will prevent these -

‘people who. actually doi't ..
live here from being able -
0 buy up properties and -
t thein for investment
5 urposes and

: ays a year and

residence, qualifying for @

" 4 percent tax assessmefit,

“Secondary homes have 6

percent tax assessmenit, -

.+ likely recommend council

in a short-tem rentalto .~
twe people per bedroom

Moulder said he would turning it into a long-term
rental.”
Bruce Justice said short-

term rental properties can

amend the draft limiting
short-term rentals to pri

mary res- ’ y - be good for
idences, i ¢ . thecity,
- butadded . . Property "ghts _ “It_oould
oaives € fundamental - poheriee
Cangtor  Nights. Withinan ~ ofacom
~ that said, “The
ordinance mledual > property shortterm
S rights exist the right  rental
noyBo - tq rent or lease those ponthat,
Tuesday - -in, they.
afternoon, propertles ThIS ~.areall
LI proposed ordinance ;gggﬂge :
sions were, you can-
orosenie. SIS homeowners otnave
msomct - -of a right that has = aplace”
Onewas i n . dnbad
o cor_IS|stentI_y beeh__: ondion.
on firs - These are’ -
i confirmed_ by courts e
pril 2018, wou
. but wasn’t th ro Ug hOUt’the think you
| f;i’;’zt‘;d country. want to
the cit _ ' visit yoiir
],)lyem'xingy _ - Reah Smith town and
com- Western Upstate Association stay a cou-
‘ission. . of Realtors ple of days,
Council There are -
first tabled second reading . positives in a-shortterm
a menth later and voted.- “rental; and I think more'
it down in August 2018 at - "_p051tives thanthereas-'
Mouldersreqﬁest A gec- sociated with a long-term

' short {term rentals to’ prt»

ond version received com-
mission approval later that
year, but didn’t coine up for

rental, as far as the ap-

_ pearance of your commu-

nity and the type of people

a vote before council, that you're bringing into
During a called counciI your community.” :
_ meetmg last week, four. ‘

people argued that those .
who own second homes
city should also be
allowed to use themas

Lana Justice,

. wholive in'West Union. .
bt also own property
they want tolisedsa -
shert-term rental in, Serie-
ca, siiid they opposed the:
inost Yecent draft limiting

es1denees'

. their house, that’s gomg

%, toalithingté’our hose,” ", * i
. Lana said, “So we'll prob

.. ably end up butting it on !
- the market ot reluctantly -

Reah Smith of the
Western Upstate Asso-
ciation of Realtors said
the city could face legal

.action if owners of -

second hoimes are not, -
mcluded in the ord1-

‘nance. .

“Property righisare
fundamental rights;” -
Smith said. “Within an

- individual’s property
- rights exist the right -

‘to rent or lease those
. properties, This pro- -
* .. posed ordinance strips

homeowners of a right

“that has consistently.
: ‘been cotifirmed by
- courts throughout the
. country The passage of
* aivordinance like this

would possibly lead to

.. litigation, which would
-~ result in high legal fees
Jihcurred by the city

council to defend the

ordinance. As Realtor -
" meémbers, we advocate

for private property
rights and we are ob-

- ligated to speak up on

behalf of non-resident
owners.”

Realtor Butch nght
ner asked council last
week to work through
“due d111gence” before a

. final vote, -

““Look at it from all

" the different aspects

before you do some-
thing that could have
huge financial 1mp1ica
tions,” he sald :
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