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‘et inrthe Upstate has been marked

by two things so far — extreme heat .

andiegtiome dryness.

Walhalla resident Barbara W11
softt; & volunteer weather observer
forithe National Weather Service.
in Gréet, said the highest tempera-
ture so.farthis month has been 96 -
degrees and that no measurable -
precipitation had been reported in
September as of Thursday. /By com-

‘parison, the highest temperature a
_year-ago was 92 degrees and there
was-1.53 inches of precipitation.
“Some of that (precipitation last
iyéar) were theremnants of (Hurri-
¢ane) Florence,” Wilson ssid’.

SO WHATIS AN
INCIPIENT DROUGHTY
-According to the South Carolina Climatology
Office website, Oconee and Pickens counties
are jn an “incipient drought.” As defined by
" state law, an incipient drcught means “théra is a
threat of @ drought as demonstrated by drolight
"indices” and that climatic variables, streamflow
j,and water levels are momtored in potable

above— and helow—ground water tables and
lakes. Notification must be given to the Drought
Response Cormivittee and relevant federal, state
and tocal agencies that a portion of the state is

WALHALLA September weath-

- June to this point in September -

measurable rai_ :;all reported ﬂ]IS month

'rainat‘all “It’s been dry here from
Atg; 29 through yesterday, and .
“that’s exactly two weeks.”
T.S.-Army Corps of Engineers
.. gpokesman Billy Birdwell said Lake
Hartwell is at 657.6 feet, or 2.3 feet
below full pool of 660 feet, A total of
656 feet is cons1dered Drought Level
1. =
: -We are prOJectmg tobe at
ought Level 1 over the next 10
‘Wieks;and-when that oceurs, we
- vestriet:the amount of water going

- out of (Lake Strom) Thurmond and
halance Hartwell to that,” Birdwell
sgaidi “We measure all outflows from
- Thuirmond, and this happens reg-
ularly, with one reservoir getting
“friote ' water than another because
rai‘n“doesn’t fall evenly.” ;
“uifiya positive note, Birdwell said
“théve’s still plenty of water out -

Ahere in the reservoirs.” :

from a year ago, there has beena r2u4is'a great time to go fishing and -
large disparity. ~ boating and be on the water — just

June and July of this year showed  make sure you wear your life jacket |
an increase in rainfall in Oconee anytlme in the pond or in the wa-
County, from 4.44 inches a year ago: tegy,” he said.
to 7.69 inches this year in June, and :.4But Wilson cautions that whlle
the following month jumping from this may still be a good time to

- Qconee and Pickens counties have
not been in'what is considered a se- -
vere drought since 2017. But Wilson
said in comiparing rain totals from
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experiencing an indpient drought condition.

3.69 inches to 4.52 inches. But Au-.

tation, from 8.83 1nc es Tasr{ year to
2.12 inches this year,

“We had just a third of an inch
occagionally, a fifth of an inch and
3/500ths of an inch the rest of the

time here,” Wilson said of August’s

nrac P‘ii’}i ‘mrpafhpr

- ‘8aid.

get out in the water, current dri
or

niditinhg aren™ onad
burmng FA8H OF Othier 1tems.

“That would be like kindling ; b he
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