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entering the lake at unsafe points.

“They’re looking at getting per-
mission to put a fence on Fall Creek
Landing Two,” Oconee County
Sheriff Mike Crenshaw said. “It’'s
all still a work in progress, but I
just think it’s good people are at
the table willing to discuss it.

A major draw of Fall Creek Land-
ing is The Rock, an island a short
distance from the peninsula where

people jump into Lake Keowee. A

sand bar between the peninsula of
the landing and the island gives
visitors the “false security” of
walking between the two points
and is often the site of drownings,
officials said.

“The issue at Fall Creek isn’t the
danger of jumping off The Rock
into the water, it’s the waist-deep

and shallow sandbar that goes out
from a point over to the island,”
Oconee County Fire Chief Charlie
King said-after an April drowning.
“It’s very narrow, and if you step
off, it’s a very steep drop-off into -
deep water. It can happen for a split
second for people who go down and
won’t resurface.”

The preventative measures were
first discussed in May, when Duke
Energy committed to putting rip-
rap around the island and investi-

- gating other measures to keep foot

traffic away from the popular spot.
“The plan we spoke of this morn-
ing was to put a large-scale, more
industrial type of fence on the land-
ing in an attempt to deter visitors
from crossing to The Rock by foot,”
Oconee County administrator
Amanda Brock said. “There was
also talk of putting large boulders

on the perceived sand bar between
the landing and the island.”

Any work in the water has to
wait until fish-spawning season is
over, Duke Energy officials said
in an initial commitment letter.
Other wildlife, regulatory and
environmental hurdles have to be
overcome before changes are made
on Keowee'’s shores.

“They do have to get clearance

- from the Federal Energy Regulato-

ry Commission to make sure pro-
posed changes are not in conflict
with agreements already in place,”
Brock said. “Today was just a first
step and open dialogue with local
and statewide stakeholders and the
government agencies involved in
this process.”
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