| ‘Oconee has h|ti_'
some’ home runsin

the laist two years
~ with economic

development, and tie-
in to the 1-85 corridor -

s |mportant there

Bruce Yandle
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Yandle sald. “.Oconee'has 7
hit sorme home runs.in-the:
. last two yearswith-eco- =
nomie development, and -
tie-in to the 1-85. corrldor ‘
is important there ‘

‘Yandle said: any long
term economic success
inthe Golden Corner. -
“depends on leadershlp,
and leadership comes and
goes.t .

AT guess that s sort of the
mystery factor that goes:
on there, and there’sno:- .
way to make a forecast,” .
he said.“But the phenom-

- enonswe're talking about
is sort of like young pro- -
fessionals — the mqre you
have going on, the more

_you're going to get.’

‘ Manufacturlng and the
ability to-attract more
manufacturers is key,
Yandle séid thereis less
effect of bringing sup-
pliers to.the wirehouse
because “you don’t have
supplierslike: you do thh
manufactiring.”

Yandle feels the future
is particularly brlght in -
Oconee County.:

“The openingofthe-.
Tri-County Tech campus -
is a positive, because it
brings a good record of
expansgion in industrial
development and sup-. -
port that comes from the ’
technicalcollege — par-—

“ticularly in that advanced
manufacturing category,
Yandle said. :
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B outlook i South Carolina —

. and Oconee County in partic- -
ular —160ks good for the near
future, according to Clemson

“sconomist Bruce Yandle. -
Yandle, aprofeSSor.emeri-- .

tus of economics at Clemson

University and a dlstinguished

adjunct fellow in economiics -

at the Mercatus Center at

" George Mason University, said

_ adelphla. In its report on the .

CLEMSON The economic ._

states released Wednesday, -
_ Yandle said South
i Carolma_(‘ranks
in‘the ‘top tier* as.
faras growth six
months from now.” .
“They are pro- .
- duced looking at.
housing permits is-
. gued, employment
: and those vari-.

* Yandle

-“ables,” Yandle said, "Housing
_perinit data, when you look at
- housing pertaits issued in the:

Economist points to S, Oconee rowth

S up, both in the Lowcountry

- and Upstate, and flat, but-at: a .
good level, in the. central area.
and midlands, With construc— -
tion activity, signals look good

" in the metropolitan area

Liocally, Yandle said: Oconee
County has fared partlcularly ‘
well with economic devel-

opment in the past couple of
yoars, while Pickens County
~has'not doneé “guite as well.”
. “Pickens has become hiore
ofa bedroom community i
for Greenville, ‘rather than

Clemson economlst

© drivers in our state is.

Cof the largest and stron-

‘their shipments to Sotith
" Port of Charleston with t

.. and distribution. South | .
« :Carolina isnow.in a: ‘

the state’s leading economic metropolitan areas of South Oconee, due to distance,” " i:_
indicaters-are produced’by the - Carolina, show those numbers - - - o no
Federal Reserve Bank of Phﬂ - are strong Permlt growth is T SEE ECONOMlS‘I', PAGEAS .-
'When looklng at states _ o hat are very attractlve
east of the. Mississ1pp1 h respect 1o young

River; Yandle said.only: .
four stand out. with strong
growth in. employment .
- South Carolina, N orch
Carolina, Flor1da and .
Maine. He said all have

- ‘around here “The sa1d Ll
“It’s: deﬁmtely a positive
factor with growing -
-investment with manu,fac
turing.and seryices.”

South Carelina has: als

experlenced “strong —— _become an attractwe de
growth in investment, . tihation for m111enn1a $
manufacturlng and ser- - enterlng ‘the workfcrce
vices,” “If you don’t attract !
© “One of the strong them, your staté is not

going to be strong: w1th
the Port of Charleston,” . economic growth,” Yan:.
Yandle said. “We area  dle'said. “We have two
coastal state, wehave one "“metropolitan places -

Coast, a strong system of -
transportation tied to that
port — for example, the
Inland Port of Greer. 'The

i Inhis statistical mod
_ eli Yandle saitl two,or:
f 'three Varlables stand. out

‘useolthatporthasfar - Sy SOUR CAEAITE
outstripped the expec- &g Greenvﬂle and Spar--
tations that were bemg 'tanburg thiat aré tanked: B

‘ plﬁ‘;ﬁ_‘:gs who were s “cool” amiong yoiing
shipping out of Port of . professionialsand an -
Mobile, when the Inland . Gpentiess and acceptance .

of people regardless of* -
. raee, sexual orientation or
religion, with Greenville -

Portopened, they diverted. It
.
| "and Charleston ranking" »

Carolina and using the

| high in that area. “The -

it, has come warehoilsing  ore you have, the more

strong-position as far as
export and import activ:
ity. Whether those goods

- are coming in or going. - -

out, they are suppiement~

‘ed by a strong port in -

Charleston.” :
- Another factor in. South
Carolina’s favor is it is a |

. right-to-work state.

;:he said

- yowre goingto get, and -
© Itsort of buildsonitself

»’

i Greenvﬂle and Charleston » ot hie
gest ports onthe Atlantic =~ . R

mew at » Yandle sald S i
le. said the; lone
negatnre he saw statewide'

,..1nvol,ved someé shrinkage i
-in the state’s labor force;

'_pointlng outthatit“kind ©
- of riseg:and falls oha -
imonthly basis,” o [
- v astmonth, according oo
'_ “to the Bursau of Labor "
- Statistics, we'saw: klnd

of a décline -— both in"-
 péople working and
“people wantmg to work;*’“ :
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