; after State

report

- marks, . w0

strong currently.” -
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4in our. cemmumty," Blackwell

- gaid: “We expect to see more of

d % this,and with job growth and

: R

by the Ball _State '

ter for Businéss and Economic
Regearch and Conexus Indiana,
said while South Caroliha re-
ceived an "A™in manufacturing,

_the Palmetto Staie earned a “C-”
in loglstlcs, a “B+” in diversifi-
eatle , 2 “C” in fax-climate. and

. poin,_ ng: ‘,nt that

~ the unemp oyinentrate in thie -
county is at 2.7 percent, the low- R
est it has been since April 1998,
and-that.1,591 new jobs. have
been announced in the Golden
Corner since 2012. He also said
the cotmtyhas had $501; 376,354 .
in new taxahle capital invest--
ment and has also seen the
number of residents employed .
rise from 28,762 to 33,381 since
Jan. 1, 2012. That represents
an increase of 4,619 Oconee.

~ residents who have become em-
ployed as of May of this year, .

“Inaddition to thoge stats, we

have seen the diversification of
otir economy continue as not.
onily our manufacturing base is.
adding different jobs and pro-
cesses, but we are nhow seeinga

" gtronger retail seetor take root

retail, then we will begin to see_,l .

" housing follow.” .

Blackwell also said Oconee
County’s tax ctimate is favor-
able, as the Golden Corner has
‘one of the lowest tax structures
in South Carolina. Among Up-
-state economles, Blackwell sa1d
“Qconee County is the fourth
fastest growing community . .
- behind Greenville, Spartanburg. -

- tanburg Internatlonal Airport
“Tha transportation. network

_is here to make an impact on the -

global market,” Blackwell said.,

The Oconee economic direc-
tor said the county has a qual-
Aty “ready to work” labor shed,
“with more than 632,000 people
from 11 counties “and great
.schools in place from prlmary
to higher education.”

" BY GREGOLIVER ©

-on manufacturlng in-alls0.
‘states in the U.S, gave: ‘South -
Carolira an “A” gradefor =~
_*. manufacturing, butalso <.
‘grades ranging from “B” to. -
. “D”in other categories. "~ . -
.. However, Oconee Economic o
‘ Alllance executive director '
_. Richard Blackwell said the S
.. county is exceedlng those L

© “I'would argue that we are B}
seeing Otonee perform better
than the remarks made about e
South Carolina,” Blackwell . "
said, “The manufacturing  -°/
sector and overall economy :
within Oconee County is ./

N

“The talent needed for
success is here,” he sald. “We
have apprenticeshlp models in -
place in our high sthools and a

‘new techmcal college campus -

coming online focused solely on
manufacturing needs within an
industrial park setting.”

State Sen. Thomas Alexander
of Walhalla also feels Oconee
County is “doing great” eco- . ‘,
nomically. |

. “Thefact that manufacturmg \

J_obs are cuntlnumg ‘tocome and

and Anderson from 2010-17, - "7 expand here in- Oconeé Couty,
- He said the county alsohas_ " . to me, speaks of the confidence

the logistical ad- : ~the manufactur-
" yantage of being - ing community
- the “bull’'seye’ be- . - has with the
. tween Atlantaand 0 Rfagﬁmgﬁom * gucgess of their
Charlotte, N.C., on VER;ggY%F';¥lS - -/ operations here,” '
_the I-85 corridor v . " Alexander said. . |
" andwithing0 UPSTATEROLAYCOM, " The state sena-

. tniles of both the tor said while ef-

. South Carolina forts will contin-
Intand Port and - e to be made “to
Greenville-Spar- ‘get A's all the way

-'across,” he feels Oconiee County

isblessed sconomically. ~
“I'm pleased with: the econom~

" jo team here and the work that -

is being done at the county level

_ and their partnership with

the economic team at the state
level,” Alexander said.
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