o have muisic startmg at‘that time ~  said. :
“PeOple love to come to our area,

= have craft beer prov1ded by Oskar _ride their bikes and see how beau-

: '-$: Ofor spectators soh

: Hng f

' vatl e} work i the Upstate .

. Rally.in the Valley is set for May

- 19 at Lake Jemiki near Walhalla: -
“Thls 1s:the seventh Rally in.

~from more thans0 miles away.”
rally, is “a beaut1fu1 spot » Sm1th
. that 11 gountil 2 p.m. We'll also L

., tifulitis,” he'gaid.’

Tune “Rally in the Valley is-a fundrais-
Callah for Upstate Foréver’s work in
Dave ¢ County, Sniith said,
RN tate Forever has protected - ‘

55,000 acres in the Upstate,
, farily through conservation
nlty to shop,”. Smlth sajd. “F.
makes our évent a bit dlfferent ) he said,
" Oconee Forever isa volunteer

_.group.

from just a bike ride or bikerace.
It's more of a fest1va1 atmosphere

- tion and identifying propertles
hat have those resources.”

Onthe day of the rallv,' reglstra- .
Upstate Forever has profected

‘tion goes up to $60 for riders and

] s gite,
will be admltted for‘ half prlce
Register at oconeeforever org:
The rally draws ridersand at- .-
;- tendees fromall ove"'*-"

state parks system,” Smith said.
‘Oconee Forever was instrumen-

: “We get folks from Idaho, from )

Montana, folks from Florida, ~: -
o= Atlanta and Greenville, a surpris-
ingly big range,” Smith said, “A
ma]orlty of the participants come S

Lake Jemiki, the location of the

L onservatlon efforts Si
ents around 114 properties,” " ‘

* Forever, visit oconeeforever. org or
" email oconeeforever@gmaﬂ com

il - fWe focus on hlstorical seénie, -
a0 agriculiure and natural resourc- -
- rgs, on conserving those,” Smith -

" rsaid. “We do that through educa-

,200 acres in Oconee County, in- - - -
cludlng the 53 acre Oconee Town

s “'I‘hat s the Cherokee Vlllage |
that’s going to become partofthe -

“ o Tearnimore about Oco

. Volunteering is a great wayto

get'involved with the group and its”

work, Smith said.” v :
“We'd love to havdé volunteers

for the rally and volunteers to _

- work with us on-our: projectsand .*
** initiatives in Oconee Forever,”

;Srmth said.,

Rally in the Valley promzses to
hea fun event..

- “The music’s great,” Snuth sa1d .

“It’s abeautiful setting, It's very
enjoyable for everybody.”,

. ievans@ﬂpstateloeav.com | {854) 973-6681 .




