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WALHALLA Oconee
County Courieil appears
headed for a 2.08-mill tax.
increase in the 2018 19 fiscal
yearbudget: :

Last week, the councﬂ’
budget, finance and ad--
ministration "committee,—
whichincludes all five . :

© - council members, approved

$1,125,000 in additional:
expenditures.—equalto-
1.381mills, The vote; which -
was 4-0 with Wayne MeCall -
abstaining; would still need
to be:approved by council as
partof sécond reading of the
budget on Juhes. .
The council approved .
first reading of the hudget
.. ordinatice in title only at its -
.- meetingMay 15 that includ-.
-ed a 0.7-mill tax increase— .-

$378,000 ~—topay for six new -

. school resource officers and
'\ adeputy coroner requested: :

- by Coroner Karl Addis,

. Interim county adminis--

L. .trator Rick Martin said the .

. recommended county- budget
. alreddy ingludes’$323,000 -

for pay.increases for county

' employeés, $6%000 for anoth

", er school resotireé officer; -

. $250,000:for thiree additidn- :
al sheriff’s-deputies and
$300,000 for five: amore county

fivefighters, - .
o Additions to the budget at
last week’s meeting included:
« $500,000 for a new magis-

* - trate building in Westmin-
. ster. This was listed as a top

priority of council after its
strategic planning retreat in
Fehruary. Martin said.the
building will be paid for “un-
der-bohded-debt,” requiring
a $125,000 payment in FY

king

truck, whlch wquld
the county two nevq fi
trucks this year,

+ 8275, 000.tG renovate
restrooms at High' Falls

Cotinty Park to bring the . j by

restrooms into compli-

ance with the Amerloans o

with Disabilities Act.-

Funds have already been )

identified by the Oconee "
County Parks, Recreation

and Tourism Department.
to doa gimilar upgrade at..

Chau Ram’ ‘County Park, -
PRT director Phil Shirley -
told the committee last
week if the proposal is
1ncluded in the budget;
he plans to bid out the
projects at Chau Ram a_nd
High Falls in the fall.
‘Former county adminis-
trator Scott Moylderhad . -
said when he presented

his budget in April that . -

a $1.7 million surplus is

Y . -
§ . . —_

* planwill be: funded f [ ‘m &
" the surplys. - :

- The budget, ﬁnanoe and '
administration willmeet::

the county atlministration:

‘offices, located at 415 S.
“Pine St. in Walhalla.
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