


BELLFEST: Scheduled to go on

despite rainy morning forecast
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more than 35 vendors and exhibits, food,
live music by Conservation Theory, the
Blue Ridge Mountain Cloggers and, of
course, guided tours on the Oconee Bell
Trail. TR

“There will be a hike around the-
Oconee Bell Trail to see the flowers,
and there will be Up-
state master naturalists
posted in position along
the trail to interpret the
story of the Oconee Bell,”
said Kay Wade, a master
naturalist. “There will
be free boat tours for new
and renewing members of -
Friends Of Jocassee that

to Salem,.said Oconee Parks, Recreation
and Tourism director Phil Shirley.

“The cool thing about BellFest is this
flower is so unique to our area. It only
grows in those particular locations, so it
gives us an opportunity to highlight that
and showcase its history and heritage,”
Shirley said. “We hope for a really good
turnout at Devils Fork State Park and

invite the public to come
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tion for the blooms, and
Kay Wade said she can
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Despite a forecasted
rainy morning, the
festival is planned for 10
a.m.- 4 p.m., with guest
speaker Kate Farrah at
noon discussing the his-
tory of the Oconee Bells’
discovery, rediscovery,
re-rediscovery and
sustainability moving

in the middle of March
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But with the upgrad-
ed activities this year
to match the growing
popularity of the festival,
she said the Friends of
Jocassee group is looking
to improve the pathway to
help stabilize the Oconee
Bell population.
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The short, bright white annfe I:iaril](s,
flower with a bright Seredio
yellow center only grows and. Tourism
natively in certain moun- director

tainous areas, she said,
though scientists aren’t sure exactly why
it thrives in these areas.

“It’s a pretty little flower that only
grows natively in that one little section
of North Carolina and in the Jocassee .
Gorges of North and South Carolina,”
Kay Wade said. “We’re not really sure
about what makes it thrive in some
places and not others, but it seems to be
limited in terms of latitude and eleva-
tion, and it seems to need, perhaps, a
particular rock substrate. It also likes a
lot of water.”

The rarity of the flower makes this an
ideal time for people to make the trek up

heritage.”

to go toward a new board-

Trail.”

While she said the
flower isn’t necessarily
listed as endangered, its
limited location means
the delicate blooms need
to be protected so they
can continue to survive
and thrive.

“Globally, it is extreme-
ly rare, but locally it’s
considered abundant,” Kay Wade said.
“Every single plant matters, so when
you get a place like the Oconee Bell Trail
where people are starting to make a big,
wide trail the through the Bells, then
that does endanger them a little at a
time.”

For more information on today’s festi-
val, visit friendsofjocassee.org.

cherrington@upstatetoday.com | (864) 973-6686
Follow on Twitter @GoldenCornerCat

walk for the Oconee Bell -



