


ROWING: ‘It’s a break from the
cold New England weather’
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to rent and expansion of
the course by Clemson
University from six to
eight lanes. The site is
now called the Snow Fam-
ily Outdoor Fitness and
Wellness Center.

Last year, officials
reported an economic
impact to Clemson of $2.3
million, and Herrick said
this year’s estimate is
expected to be approxi-
mately $2.7 million.

Michigan State Crew
Club coach Bryan Pape
said the university is rep-
resented by 52 rowers this
year — half varsity and
half novice. Pape, who
said the team has visited
Clemson all three of the
years he has been with
the program, said the
trip lined up with MSU’s
spring break. 3

“Our break doesn’t line
up with anyone else’s, so
we have a nice, quiet week
here with a lot of water to
use,” Pape said.

Pape added that the
lake is broken up into
S0 many “pieces” that

teams can row in different
areas, such as the univer-
sity course and the city
course.

“There’s always some
place you can go out on
yourown and the team
can be on their own with-
out anyone getting in your
way,” he said.

Michigan State senior
Ben Friman said he
likes the freedom Lake
Hartwell provides the
rowing teams, as well as
the opportunity to just be
outdoors.

“I like the red soil and
the green trees and green
pines,” Friman said,

“I'm a forestry major, so
I'love some good scenery.
Along with spring break,
it’s great to get outdoors
after spending the winter
indoors on rowing ma-
chines.”

Boston College rowing

team coach Alex Dillon

said this year marks his
fifth visit to Clemson,
including once as an
undergraduate student at
the school.

“We love it — you can
row all day in any direc-

_tion,” Dillon said. “The

water just makes it lovely.
It’s a break from the cold
New England weather.”

In addition to the row-
ing teams’ annual visit, .
Herrick said Clemson has
also reached an agree-
ment with U.S. Rowing to
host America’s Youth Cup
on March 31.

“They are expecting 800
rowers from the South-
east — 18 and under —
from Virginia to Texas
to Miami,” Herrick said.
“It’s great for recognition
to the community and the
ability to bring in a U.S.
Rowing event. Being able
to build off it has been
great for the community
overall.”

Herrick added that
Clemson is required to
host one of U.S. Rowing’s
smaller events before
hosting a national event.
He said he hopes Clemson
will eventually be able
to host a youth nationals
or U.S. Rowing national
event.
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