Seneca, Oconee exploring options for Clemson annexation

BY JUSTIN CAMPBELL
AND NORM CANNADA
THEJOURNAL

SENECA — Seneca city
sfficials and Oconee County
officials each met behind closed
doors in separate sessions
Tuesday night to discuss their
options a day after the Clemson
planning commission voted
to recommend approval of a
plan to annex property inside
Oconee County.

Seneca City Council held an
pxecutive session to discuss the
Clemson mﬁﬁmxmﬁoﬁ mow more

than an hour during its regular
monthly meeting. Seneca Light
and Water director Bob Faires
joined council, Mayor Dan Al-
exander and city administrator
Greg Dietterick in the ﬁw:\mwm
meeting.

When they came back into
public session, Alexander said
no formal action was taken, but
read a statement that previewed
possible future action by the
city.

“Before the city goes further,
formal action will be reguired
to be taken,” Alexander said.
“We will work with the county

to protect our mutual interests.”

In Walhalla, the county
council’s Budget, Finance and
Administration Committee —
which includes all five council
members — added an executive
session to its agenda to discuss
“an economic development mat-
ter related to Lakeside Lodge.”
The council met behind closed
doors for more than 30 minutes
before returning. Council chair-
woman Edda Cammick said no
action was taken and none was
necessary.

Lakeside Lodge Clemson is a
planned $40 million-plus condo-

" TR, to pay some

mininm development slated to
hawve 118 condos. Steve Mudge,
one of the developers for the
project, has requested annex-
ation into the city of Clemson.
That request was approved by
the planning commission this
week and will go to Clemson
City Council on Monday for a
public hearing and the first of
two readings of the ordinance
hefore the annexation can be
approved.

Oconee County administrator
Scott Moulder said recently the
proposed annexation would
cost the county about $100,000
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a year in accommodations tax
revenue and would also allow
Clemson to move its city limits
into Oconee County for the first
time. He added that the move
could allow the city to move
deeper into Oconee County

in the future with contiguous
annexations. During Monday’s
meeting, Clemson city officials
said the request fit its compre-
hensive plan, which says in part
that the most viable way for the
city to grow is by annexing west
into Oconee County.
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