‘Ben (Turetzky)
don’t have to worry
about their little
valuable lakefront

_ _ community,

s ' because this would
be a sagebrush
community. If they
discontinue that durn
power plant, they're
going to take that
dam out of there.’

Wayne McCall

Oconee County Council member
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pays about $28 million

in county property taxes
L ahout one-third of the
total property taxes the
county takes in annually.

Councilman Wayne
McCall said he is not
very concerned about
the closing of the nucle-
ar plant and believes if
Duke leaves Oconee in
the future, the county
will also lose the Keowee
Dam, which has provided
for tourism and lakefront
property — and with it, a
large chunk of the coun-
ty’s population.

“A dam is a liability,”
McCall said. “If you ain’t
generating power, that’s
a huge liability. They
generally get money from
the federal government
to take the dam out. So
Ben (Turetzky) don’t
have to worry about their
little valuable lakefront
community, l?ecause this
would be a sagebrush
community. If they dis-
continue that durn power
plant, they’re going to
take that dam out of there.
They don’t want that
liability and the mainte-
nance of something that
ain’t making money. If it
didn’t exist and they took
the dam out, I guess a lot
of people would be moving
out of here.

“We ought to be thank-
ful we're getting it,” ‘
MecCall said of the taxes
being paid by Duke Ener-
gy. “Duke’s a good thing.

It employs a lot of people.
We should be thankful.”
Councilman Paul Cain

" said the council should

plan “from a worst-case
scenario.”

“From an economic de-
velopment standpoint, we
always need to be doing
the best job that we can,
we always have to assume
the worst from a tax base
standpoint and go from
there,” Cain said. “We cer-
tainly appreciate all that
Duke does in our com-
munity, but as we’ve seen
with natural gas prices
affecting nuclear, there
are threats out there that
weren’t contemplated.”

Cain said council needs
to continue to emphasize
increasing economic
development efforts to
attract more industry and
business into the county.

“We want as many

_jobs as we can get,” he

said. “We want as much
investment as we can get
without destroying what
makes Oconee County so
attractive to these in-
dustries. We can’t afford
to rest on our laurels,
because everybody else is
competing in this game
and it’s very competitive.”

Councilman Julian
Davis said if the nucle-
ar plant is closed down
the road, Duke Energy
could still have a strong
economic base in Oconee
County.

“Duke Power is more
than just a nuclear plant,”
Davis said. “There are

millions of dollars of other
investments, such as the
hydro project and trans-
mission lines, that will al-
ways be needed by Duke’s
growing customer base.
Instead of preparing for a
future without the Oconee
Nuclear Station, we should
involve Duke Power in our
future planning. The con-
tinued economic develop-
ment is not only valuable
for Oconee County, but for
Duke Power as well. We
are continuing to strive
for new development and
expansion of our current
industry.”

Board chairwoman
Edda Cammick said
that while she believes
the council should start
looking seriously to find
solutions to a potential
Duke exit from the county
in the future, she needs to
give more thought to what
those solutions should be.

“I think we need to start
preparing for a future that
does not include Duke
Power, but we cannot
spend all the new revenue
coming in,” Cammick
said. “We would have to
save. Council will have
to keep its fingers off that
money, and taxpayers will
have to get comfortable
with having money accu-
mulating in the bank with
no immediate benefit.

“From all I've read,
the life span of a nuclear
reactor is finite. Some
estimates are in the 40
years range, while some
exceed 100. ... (Turetzky’s)

concern is valid, although

1bellove:we have tima? ing here. They may cut

~ the county could “pick up

Councilman James
Glenn Hart said he sup-
ports improving economic
development, but is not
concerned that Duke En-
ergy will leave Oconee.

“I'm all for it, but I'm
pot going to say the sky
isfalling ...” Hart said. “I
don’t see Duke Power leay-
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back, they may not pay as
much taxes, but they may
be gqming to a natural gas
facility at some time.”
Hart, who represents
southern Oconee on
council, said he is hopeful
that potential industrial
.fmd business development
in the future along the
three Interstate 85 exits in

the slack” from revenue
losses from Duke Energy
down the road.

“That’s the reason we
have economic develop-
mex_lt,” Hart said. “We're
trying to draw other peo-
ple to come in here.”
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in place after closure
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Van Haute said. “The
plant was one-seventh of
our property tax reve-
nue. Since the plant has
closed, we went from

5.4 to 7.99 mills when it
came off the tax digest.
Yes, I was very upset.”

Van Haute said the
county also lost about
$200,000 a month from
sales tax revenue from
the sale of coal from the
plant,

Across the river in
Baldwin County, Sammy
Hall, chairman of the
Baldwin County Board
of Commissioners, said
there was some effect
in his county as well,
especially for residents
who worked at the plant
and lost their jobs when
it closed.

He said Georgia Power
did not remove the Sin-
clair Dam, which kept
the lake intact.

“They’re not going to
take this dam out for a
couple of reasons,” Hall
said. “They still use it .
for some hydro gener-
ation. There are two
lakes, and they pump
water from one lake to
the other lake and then
let it come back through
and generate electricity
through hydro. é

“Second of all, it’s a
15,000-acre lake and
there’s probably 15,000
or more homes on that
lake,” Hall added. “They
would have an outcry
that would be unbe-
lievable if those people
looked out the door and
the water was gone, so I

‘don’t think that’s going

to happen. I can’t imag-
ine that.”

Georgia Power spokes-
man Craig Bell said the
Plant Branch coal-fire
facility closed April 15,
2015, after more than 50
years of service. He said
Georgia Power still op-
erates the Sinclair Dam
hydro facility.

“The retirement of
Plant Branch April 15,
2015, was a difficult deci-
sion made after careful
deliberation and analy-
sis and was ultimately
necessary to maintain
our commitment to
customers to provide
the most reliable and af-
fordable electricity,” Bell
said. “Plant Branch, a
coal-fired facility, was a
key generating resource
providing reliable
electricity to the citizens
of Georgia for over 50
years.” ‘
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