Foliage séason could offer best
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For those waiting for the perfect weekend to make a
foliage-admiring drive in the Upstate, time is running
short.

An unusual fall foliage season will likely offer its
best colors this weekend, Clemson University assis-
tant professor of forest ecology Don Hagan said Friday.

“I'd say you'd better see it while you can,” Hagan
said of the show, which usually reaches its peak on Up-
state hillsides in October. -

Noting “a very unusual fall color season” that has
unfolded later and less dramat.. than in most years,
Hagan said the erratic weather and rainfall events
have created a “subAued” foliage season.

“Some (species) were on schedule, and some are
still green,” Hagan said. “Because of a cool stretch, the
poplar uces were yellow in August, and it looked like
an early fall season, but then it got warm again and
things stalled out. We had a lot of warm days and
nights in September, and the colors were on hold, par-
ticular the oak trees. :
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A car drives by Linley Park walking track in

Anderson, where leaves are beginning to change.
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“In a good year, you have all the varieties turning at
the same time. This year, the color has been spread out

over three months. The oak trees are just now starting
to turn,” Hagan said.
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Follow Abe Hardesty on

Twitter@abe_hardesty.



