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COLUMBIA s Hotel
bookings and other travel
expenditures related to...
last menth’s total solar: .
eclipse hadan est1mated
economic impact-of $269= .
millioh.across South..|. -~
Carolina, making the
eclipsethe- largeet»single
touristevent on record in
the.state: .. -

Roughly1.6 mlllion peo-
ple traveled toor thhln
South Carolina to view
the tbtzl solar eclipseon
Aug, 21,~accord1ng tore-

search released Wednes: . .

dayby the South Carolma

Department of Parks, Ny

Reereatlonand Tourlsm

Another 3.8 million "% Carolina, Georgla and .

South Catrolinians did not |
travel, but saw the-eclipse

in their hometowns. . .- . -

“Not.only does this:”
reseaich confirm What
our indicators hinted at ~
weeks ago, it puts the pic-

ture into sharper focus; ==~
adding more definition to. -

zmpdC[ on S C

the eclipse 8 total 1mpact ?
SCPRT director Duane -

- Parrish said. -

: The'survey-sthatrﬁro-

" duced the new data was
conducted in states along -

the Bastern seaboard that
traditionally have high
concentrations of con-
sumers who choose ‘South
Carolina for their travel,
biit 46e§ not reflect infer-

“ Hational visitation.
venon vy Accordmg to the re-
search, more than half ..

. of eclipse travelers were -
South Carolinians who
- Jeft‘their hometowns to
seethe eclipse in anoth-
ey loéation in'the state.

_About 800,000 visttors

‘were from out of state, .
primarily from North

Florida.:- -
“Most people whe trav-

.eled to or within South
- Garolina to view the
-eelipse stayed overnight

"“and reported participat-
ing in activities such as

'ghiopping, unique local

dining, beach activities,

v1sit1ng hiqtorlcal at-

trictionsor engaging :ln

outdoor recreation. e
Other findings from the .

survey ineluded that most -

visitors viewegl the eclipse-

bia or Charleston metro
areas arid that about 48

~ percent of out-of-state - - .

visitors and one-third of.
in-state travelers indicate .

~ they went to an optimal

viewing site like a park, a
mountain site or coast.. .
About 23 percentof . .

out-of-state visitors and 26
percent of in-state travel-
ers reported participating
in an organized solar
eclipse event, the survey

- said.

Nearly all of the respon-
dents rated their expe-
rience as “excellent” or .
“good,” describing their .
time in South Carolina

The total solar eglipse visible acress South Car
month hrought’an estimated economic impact
million across the:state, experts estimate,

v1ew1ng the echpse as :

- “unique,” “amazing,” or-} .
“once in alifetime.” The .
 fow “fajc” or “poor” rat- -
ings'were almost all due "

_ ;te poorweathe: .
- in the Greenville, Colum- . ..

Locally;: 101 planes.

were on the ground at the

Oconee County Regional

- Ajrport for the eelipse,
according to:county

officials. NASA estimated

- that as many,as 1 mﬂlmn

visitors would be in South

. Carolina to view the

eclipse.

Oconee ofﬁc1als told
The Journal the coun:
ty’s parks began getting: "

~ reservations 11 months -

in advance - which is.
the earliest they were
available — and had been

booked for about three = |

months prior fo the event.
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