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_One of thé biggest mis-

takes that even veteran :

boat owners often make :
~istréating the vehicle

they drive onthe Water
 the sdme way. they:treat
the Veh1cle they _
Aland
- It'sa pretty common
misconception, but al- -

though both vehicles may -

be bright and shiny (as
well as costly in terms
of monthly purchase
payments), cars and

boats are vastly dlfferent -

animals.

Here are a few dramat
jc details.

Fuel: Most gas stations
today offer only etha-
nol-enhanced gasocline.
Ethanol typically works
fine in an automobile, .
prlmarlly because of
the consumption rate/ -

- turnover rate of fuel in
an automobﬂe is much
- faster. o :
"+ Ethanol begins
phase-separatlon inas
little as 12 days, This
 means the alcohol sepa-

rates from the petroleum -

mix whenleft undis-
turbed. The separated
alcohol then begins to
adsorb water, which can
damage the engine if
the motor is run after
separation occurs, Many
oider model boats also
are not equipped with
alcohol resistarit fuel
system components and
the alcohol breaks down
the rubber and plastic

reliable, well mamtamed' ¥
watercraft isno acc1dent ‘

"~ Ideally, stormg you T
boat inside a building -
or under a roof covering
will increase its life and.
prevent.weatheringand

. sun fading of the carpet -

and upholstery Liackitg

' this, a fitted sturdy cover -
will prevent exposure to -

the elements, but must
also be maintained to re-
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gt perly maintaiii your w tercraft will result

7 in spending more tlme on the dock and Iess tm;é in the ;

" water ) R S

'components S : ,m'o_ve Water_ that puddles. '
Always make sure to " Evena Mifetime” boat
usepuire gasoline in.your- " cover rarely lasts more .

. watercraft motor, espe: .. -than about'3 years, -
cially'one that will beleft | Maintenan &: You have
sitting for several days or.. your car servmed andthe -
weeksatatime. . oil chianged every'3,000.

Storage: Most automO« * ‘miles. Your hoat may
bile owners don’t think . never see 3,000 miles on
twice about leaving their  the water ina lifetime, -
cars outside. Some cars but that doesn’t mean
_ never see the insideofa youden'tneedto have it

- parage or storage bu11d~ "~ serviced regularly.

. ing and it may takes - ‘Most manufacturers
more than 10 years be- - recommend boats be .
fore fading or: weathering serviced atleast oncea -
starts to show. : ' “year. That means even if

- Obviously not havmg _you didiv't get the chance _
" a roof, boats tend to - - to use the hodt but two or .
weather and fade up to 10 three: times this summer,
times faster than an auto-  “you still need to change
- mobile. Imagine leaving . - the oil and service the
. youi convertible outslde. " motor, -
with the top down, year Some boat motors }
round ) oL particularly 1nboard/

-:-outdrive models, also

require seasonhal main-

tenance before and after

freezing weather.
Repairs: it’s a fact of -

“1ife that boat: repairs take
longerthan car repairs.:

You might be able to
schedule your car for

* afuel pump repair and

have it back the same

Don’t reat your boatlikea car

day That’s probably not
going to happen with .
your watercraft, :

' -Even a small town "

will have two or three
auto parts stores, Most -

" all boat/motor/trailer.

parts come from the
original manufacturer; .

not a marine parts store. .
Few after-market parts .
are available for marme- .

motors, Ordering and. .
receiving manufacturer

parts takes longer than.
automobile parts because .

most parts are shipped -
from the manu_facturer
Like auto parts stores,
every small town will
have two or three auto
mechanics doing busi-

ness. The availability of

certified marine mechan-

. ics is much less, To make

matters worse, most boat
owners wait until only a

few days before they need .
 their boat to schedule
serviceor repalrs they -

knew.about attheend .

* of last summer, so the

demand is tripled during

.- the boating months.

Trailers:If you are a
boat owner who also has

__atrailer with your boat, -

the trailer typically gets

- even less attention than

the hoat, Some trailers
see more miles and usage

- than the boat itself. -

Trailers also require
maintenance to insure.

its working parts remain

in working ordex.
Happy Boating! - .

PHILLIP GENTRY is the host of
) pstate Outdoors,” broadcast

from noon to 2 p.m. Saturdays |
on 106.3 WORD FM. This week's: -
guest will be Charles Ruth,

SCDNR Deer.Project Coordinator
to discuss the deer tag system.
Contact Gentry at pgentry6@

belisouth.net.
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