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1‘ watched. because it can. fore-
g shadow ~household - spending,

-which akes: up: abeut- 70% of
economic activity, .. . >
¢ Americans’ perceptmns ofboth
current conditions and their out-
look over the next six inonths im-
proved substantially. The share of
-peopIé saying business conditiohs
- are:, “good”. increased. to 32.2%
from 28.3% in. February. And
s -3L.7% said jobs are “plentiful,” up
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2 “Conswmer coifidence - surged - -rénewed optimism. suggests the
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to, ; improve - in: the next:: suc“
months, up from 23.9%; Just™
8.4% expect them to worsen. nd-=y
thie share expecting more jobs m .
hie months ahead rose to 24: 8% .
from 20 9%, while the: portionan- . .
ticipating fewer jobs: dropped to., )
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“Efnplo oyers added a. 11ea1th |
245,000 jobs in February, whicl’- :
fo]low- :238,000 ‘gains. in Janu(,-::- ,

“Stock prices are still-near.

thelr all-tinie highs despite a re-
_cent_pullback.’ ‘And’ regular ums.
{eaded gasoline averages $2,29 a
gallon across the country, roughly
unchanged from a month ago.




