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. In ,w.hat'_.'-co.u'id be '-‘a;-'.‘fbreak—-
- - through ‘in the solar-energy in- -
* dustry, Tesla will: begin gelling -

“ and. installing:solar: roof tiles for

- US:customers this surmmer; CEO .

Elon Musk said Wednesday, : ¢
The company, best known for

1ts eleetnc: cars, sald it was set to
- ‘begin -accepting orders for glass

-roof ‘tiles ‘with embedded solar .
.- collectors” -that ~ Mugk- pledged
“'would be miore durable than a
" typical roof, a third lighter and
. cheaper when electricity savings
- and tax credits are included. The -
tiles . are ‘being offered through:
- SolarC1ty, the solar;company that
. became a Tesla unit last year.

-.Musk told reporters the: busi-

ness would “start off initialty very -
slowly but then gathier:speed and..
grow exponentially” He declined .
- to-- offer: sales: estimates. -Solar. -
roofs have been‘talked about ar_ld .

. Tesla CEO Elon Musk dlsplays [
;asolarroofcell G

u'attempted for years but never
:have been pnced right or worked: .

- The tiles w111 ‘convert sunlight

'-,';"'1:\, I 'f i

e " —=

solar roof tlIe ,__usm‘ess

.,

‘well enough to becomie popular;,.

inbo electr1c1ty and be offered 111=
" several -styles, but it's- yet to"be
- geen if the photovoltaic: shingles’

. areds efficient or cost effective as.

© gurrent panel-installations. Thie
 “black glass smiooth?:and: fax-
- tured” tiles will betavailable fivst,
.and the: company, will-begin: se
ing' the “Tuscan”and: “French.
- glate” tiles inisix ‘months, he said..
. “Yhen you:have this installed

‘on-your house you will have. the .
best-lookingroof in the: neighbor-

‘hood?” Musk ‘said. “I: thmk the
-aestheticsare that good?”
. ‘Unlike typieal roofs: ‘that ust

'be replaced about once every 20

esld'shi
‘Xg; leng as ithe hou?e
tisk said. TR,
our1sh typical oi"I\(ﬂJlslcfsﬁr T
s a diswuptive innovator, he, -

at he had wanged to extendy
arranty into” "mﬂfﬁty‘« Buta

ity apparently is: cha]lengmg
haceounting?he saidao? o
ncevm]lvarsfmgmﬁ._ L '
‘pending .on the house “the,
percentage of roof tiles that: c0m4
tain active solarcells; Musk: said,, -
Tesla recommends up 1e.70% of ‘
roof tiles,to have solar- generatmg -
_ capaclty and the oth'érs to. be 1

2 ,a‘*
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