Zoning battle could spill
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WALHALLA — The
Oconee County Couneil
is one step clpser to hay-
ingtodefend its zoning
decisions in court,

Local attorney Roberta

Bartod announced to
council Tuesday night

5’/!1 hi

tern of mostly one-sided
eommunication between
county officials and
members of Advocates
for Quality Development
Ine. aimed at thwarting
their request for Tra-
ditional Rural District
zoning.

SEE ZONING, PAGE A5

that she is representing
the interests of North
Fairview property
owners Jean Jennings
and David and Michelle
McMahan,

“I'm here before you
to ask one last time for
you to take a motion to
repeal Ordinance 2010-15
dnd 16 based on numer-

ous constitutional viola-
tions," Barton said,
Amaong other things,
Barton guestioned the
county’s notification
process to landowners as
being “insufficient, mis-
leading and confusing.”
The latest assault
against the county’'s Zon-
ing Enabling Ordinance

and the council’s imple-
mentation of the same
comes on the heelsof a
series by The Journal
based on emails ob-
tained from the county
through & Freedom of
Information Act request.
Jennings and the
McMahans argue that
the emails show a pat-

into court
ZONING: Local attorney puts

Ultimately, council voted

1o give Jennings and the

FROM PAGE A1
' McMahans a more restric.
Councilman Paul tive Agricultural Residen-
' Corbeil and AQD Presi- tial District classifieation,
dent Jim Codner have Barton read at length
/| denied eollusion inthe from a statement in which
= process, Codner sponsored  she attempts to establish
the Cane Creek petition 4 basis to repeal the two
contained In Ordinance ordinances, including ex-
| 2010415, which conflicted parte communication dem-
with the request made by onsirating partiality on.
Jennings and the McMa- the part of county decision
hans contained in Ordi- makers, Specifically she
nance 2010-16. pointed at emails in which

Corbeil is seen commu-

nicatingoften with AQL
members Codner; Chuck
Smithand Gary Owens.

Council Chairmnn Joel
Thrift [rterrupted Bar-
ton from completing het
statement with -his gavel
becanse shi had used up
her time.

“We'll be forced to go to
court then,” Barton said,
Bavid McMahan, who

was 10 speak next, rose
up from the audience and
volunteered to give up his

Oconee County Council on notice

1 time T;J let his attorney

| Hnish,

[ “You can't do that,™

Moulder for the emails to
be made public, excluding
personnel or legal matters,

During his Administra-

. tor’s Report, Moulder fold

council that he hiad filed an

] Thrift said. : or a violation of attorney- appeal on Walhalla's zon-
MeMahan used his clignt privilege. ing decision that is block-
| Lime to urge Councilman Later, Moulder explained  ing plans for a new Jail.
* Wayne MeCall, who has that he could not compiy Moulder said there is
| supparted the Jennings based ontheréquestofan a time limit for filing an
and the McMahans, toask  individual couneilmen, appeal and he did not want
that the pounty release and that such a request o close the door o that
emails it has kept from be-  must be made by a major- option. He ia still hopefid

ing made public by citing
attorney-client privilege.

McCall asked County
Administrator Scott

ity of couneil, according to
state law,

A motion asking for such
& vote never came,

of finding a solution with
Walhalla.
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