of iife McMahan's family has enjoyed in the Fairview community for three generations,
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Gary McMahan and his wife, Hdlﬂlhpidumﬁ here with Rhett, 3, and. H]{H,T. are battling to retain the farming ww

To read the emails and attachments provided by Oconee County

and referred to in this story go to: http.,!fuystatetoday mm}mdex.phpfreznmng

W&dulidlr What
went on during that

uncommon eight-
month delay in

zoning action?

ﬂﬂgt_-inlv:_in_e in
believing that civil
conspiracies can

take place.

Jine to help private
interests effect

| change?



i Couple claims their

fransparent
da you feel
the county
has been?

GALARZA
TulE JOUIRMAL
SENECA — qvid Mehahan
Has grown into manhood 0

the shadow of his family's “hig
house” on the shores of Lake

Keowee.
From what was originally
saveral hundred acres of farm-

fix carsand trucks,
and harvested rimbet-

He and his wite, Michelle,
built their own m the
farmstead and sat onl their
poreh watching, 852 P
development TO58 from the red

FROM PAGE A1

They believe the key to proving their
claims lies in “public businessheing
conduced outside a public forum through

slectronic communication

This week a volley of emails among
Oconee County elected officials, county
siaff. members of the Flanning Commis-
sion and private Lake Keowee residents
went viral. McMahan himself released
dozens of the email pxchanges that were |
obtained through a freedom of Informa-

tion Act request he filed McMahan becomes
inhnmﬂunctlon with David Mchiakan believes coy when asked about
The Journak 1 o ] possible legal action.
McMahan went public What is left of his iamllv's He acknowledges
%t_t]]is welzigs Oconee genemhnnd farmstead now has’ ilav'mg talked with
punty Planning i . awyers but said he has
Cnﬂmmi;ls;gn meeting, been stalen from him b‘:’ county not retained a lawyer
telling nershe Z i i vet. :
was convill ofﬁuals Eﬂd__hls new thS'IdE Should a eivil suit ;
the Fairview zoning nejghbars, develop, it conld mirror
request had beenun: another case playing
dermined by “an email gut in the South Caro-
feeding frenzy OVET & 12-month period.” tina courts that pits a private developer
McMahanread a hlistering statement that against Horry County elected officials,
outlined how, in his opinion, the emails This week The Journal will report
show 8. p of county officials hud- on the McMahan/Jennings’ claims of -

dling with influential interests on the lake
to “change and alter our petition request.”
The correspondence provided by the coun-

<pil that had beeh their neigh-
hor's farm acmssme-ruad.

e didn't try 1o stop that
[ﬂeﬂfelnpmenﬂ." aichelle Me-
Nahan said of The Woods com-

munity. wrhat was The Wonds
property and that's what thev
decided t0 do”

[ otig before, Duke Energy
nad “purchased” much of the
neMahan farmstead for the
creation of Lake Kegwee, David
and his brother Were Jeft with
1 acres on wh’u:htunmkﬁa
living.”

Onhisgl apres he grows
=pme hay for his uwn:animal&.

harvests a little timber and has
begun to develop a vineyard.

To make ends meet, He went

culture has been stolen

hack to grhool andnow works
as a sheriff's deputy. ‘
He believes what i5left of his
family’s genaraﬁmwl farmstea
niow has been stolen from him
Ty county cials and hisnew
lakeside neighbors.
The McMahans, Jean Jen-
nings and several of the other
people WhO signed ti:.ﬂr "
petition to he rezoned tradi-
tional rural” contend that thera
was collusion betweet eounty
fficials and private interest
groups that resulted in their re-
quest hai  gltered and a form
of zoning {mpased on them that
they doniot want.
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jegal firm— that was going on behind the .
gpenes AUEINE A1l UNCOMMon pight-month

collusion and the findings of an in-depth
analysisof the suddenly popular emails,
as well as other documents the paper has

nents and public

delay between first and second reading of
the North Fairview petition,

In the room as McMahan pleaded for
the Planning Commiss
the North Fairyiew petition were some of
the penple whose names are consistently
found in the header of many of those
ematils — Council members Paul Corbeil
and Reg Dexter; planning commission-
ers Ryan Honea and Andrea Heller; and
County Administrator Scott Moulder.

inn io recofsider

ty is largely one-sided. Tt also describes obtained, interview comil
heavy involvementon the partof Jim records.

Codner, president of Advocates for Guality

Development, {ne., an Ufgﬂ.ﬂii".aﬁﬂﬂ that carlos@daym.com | (864) 973668
protects and ues lakeside interests.

The emails make clear the flurry of

active — some of it involving the county’s

B

Feat Mtz confrbued i fepest
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Mﬁqhubm;myﬂlﬂthrﬂummﬂnnhmﬂyhfm ons. A young Wal-

mmm:m&-mmuhﬂﬂhe big house,”
whi:hslill:hmk on the family property near the lake. McMahan's son, nn-lcl. has
htqupamhgﬂﬁthpmm the family’s way of life. _ ’
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