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Canopy tours offer exhilara

BY IESSICA SIBLEY
THEOLRAMAL

wonder what it feels

like to fly? What about
swinging through the
trees like Tarzan?

Maybe your imagination
isrunningalittle wild if
you've thought about being
allving Tarzan, but if so, it's
your lucky day.

The Chattooga Ridge '
Canopy Towrs at Wildwater |
Rafting's Chattooga Adven- |
ture Center in Long Creek }
haverecently opened to the
public.

Becky Wise, representa-
the consiruction amd final
prepatations were completed .‘
Justless thar three weeks
ago and so far, the response
has been “up lifting.

‘It’s a tom of fun,
bottom line. It's

such a unique
experience for
anyone to try. The
construction of each |

platform and zipline

LDNG CREEK — Ever

people see how high
itis and get a little
apprehensive, but by
the time they tackle |
that first zip, they are
addicted

Katie Al-Ramenal
Canopy guide |

“Itsanew waytorecre. |
ate;"she said. “This canopy
tour is the first of its kind it |
the area. For us, jt means I|
that people will stayin
Oconge County a little it~ |
éiahnﬁmm out‘their |
Zipline fours are far more |
comnmon at tourist hot spots
n Central Americaand |
other island getaways, she
added.

“The difference with
thiszipline is that it's
mare about enjoyment anid
soaring through the trees
tather than riding steep, fast
drops,” she sajd.

'I‘headmnalmenmﬂimy
pumps, however, as the
course for “zipping” spans
over 20 acres high above the

stop-notchandthe ————

safety equipment is
the same way, Sure,

—_

ing adyenture

mﬂrﬁek Academy property

Katie Al-Rammal, canopy
guide, said the four is age-
friendly; specific safety
instructions are explained
and the proper gear is fitted
to each person prior to the
“Zipping* journey.

“It'sa ton of fun, bottom
line” AlRammal said, "It’s
such a unigle experience
for anyone to try. The con-
struction of each platform
and sipline is top-noteh
and the safety equipment is
the same way, Suire, people
see how high it isand geta
little apprehensive, but by
the time they tackle that
first zip, they are addicted.”

The tour consists of 10
total ziplines and inclodes
four sky bridges, including
a "recession bridee” with
planks of wood missing.

“We joke that we ran
ottt of money and couldn't
finish the wood planks.”
said Matt Dean, guide. “But
that's just a joke, The miss-
ing planks make it fun for
those to cross it, kind of like
Indiana Jones.”

In addition to the rafting,
ropes course and canoeing
that Wildwater offers, the
2ipline course takes ahout
three hours to complete.

Each platform is either
a standalone structiure or
built around two of the
Strongest trees in the area,
the grand whife oal and
manle tree: Doan addad.

Patricia Brown, first time
zi]:lpEt:.Sunnuad up her
-eXperience [nons word.

“Awesome,” she said, “]
was talked into trying this,
and P'm go glad | was"

Wise added that it's an
exhilarating experience for
the entite family,

“A eouple of weeks ago,
we had three generations of
a family out here Zipping."
she said. “How cool is
that?"

Officials suggest that
Potential zippers be in
relatively good physical
condition and be at least 10
yearsald.

“The minimum weight
requirement is 70 potinds,

1152 yOu need at least
that much weight to travel
fr enough on the ziplines,"
Wisesaid. “Tt's probably
more mentally sivemmious
than physieally for our
guests, at least at first”

While zipping through
the elements, take noties
of the ground covered with
mountain laurel, rhode-
dendron and flame azaleas
while keeping an eve out
for the numerous hawks,
deerand other wildlifi in
the area,

Want to spend the week-
end and try all the activi-
ties that Wildwater has to
offer? Cabins and other

plodging are available
ﬂ:}: more currently being
constructed.

In prder to get started,
each zipper is hoisted by a
mechanieal pulley to the top
of a 70-foot platform, From
there, it's nonsstop fun in the
treetops, Dean said.

“We've only htflliﬂ:ﬁﬂ y
person decide they weremn
going to continue once they

got to the top,” Wise said.
“In that case, we lowered
them down to safety. But fhr
the most part, pecple can't
wait to get started. Thsy
N mire et
For more

visit www.chattoogaridge-
canopytotrs.comor call

{B66)319-BBET,






