'Y committed

to Keowee
River plans
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SENECA—The de-
wveloper of a large-scale
mixed-use complex that
would include.the future
home of the Foothills
Area Family YMCA
near Seneca doesnot fieel
' threatened by Ocones
County's plans to have a
vl YMCA presence ata pro-
| posed Highway 11 site,

} Keowee River project
teveloper Scott Vick said
Wednesday that he sees a
role by the Y at the High-
way 11 property as “very
positive.”

Oconee County Admin-
istrator Scott Moulder
sald recently the YMCA
i5 Interested in partner-
ingwith the county to
offer recreational pro-

Developer not threatened by possible
expansion to Highway 11 site

grams on & 415-acre traot
that cotnty officials are
trying to buy. d
While some might see |
the Y's presenceat the
Highway 11 property as -
undermining or dimin-
ishing Kepwee River's
plans, Vick does not Ioolk
at it thatway,
“Some pepple look at it
45 an pither orpropost-
tion and it's not," Vick
said, "We'rereally in
support of anything that
malkes the ¥ stronger and
makes Oconee County
Better™
Viek said that in speak-
ing with Moulder he got
the sense the county is
interested in having
the Y oversee programs
atthe hatds and other
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facilities that might be
built at the Highway 11
property. Vick does not
think the county wants to

the property.
Viek said the proposed
future lwme of the Y at
| land donated hy the Ke-
| owee River Preservation
Group is the best location

to have a base of operations:

for the Y.
“The demographics

have a building for the Y at -

malke it stronger at Keowee
River,” Vick said, noting
his development’s location
near the heavily traveled
Highway 130, and with
Oconee’s No. 1 employer,
Duie Energy, situated just
g few miles north.

“We need g structure in
place that makes the best
sense,” Vick added,

In the meantime, Foot-
hills Area Family YMCA
Executive Direetor Anna
Connelly sald the Y's board
of directors is open to

likely will be at the Keowee

consider additional options
+hat would promote posi-
tive impact throughout the
organization’s service area.
Connelly said many
Y MCAs operate multiple
branches within their
areas. She said she feels
confident in the ability
of the current vojunteer
\and staf leadership “to do
amazing things throngh-
gutour service area.”
Still, ¥ offivials haveno
doubt of where their future
home base would be,

“The Foothills YMCA is

committed to moving for-
ward with fhe Keowee River
facility,” Connelly said,

" Foothills YMCA Board
Proesident Jim Woods reit_—
erated that commitment Itk
g recent statement.

"We're pleased with the

opportunity to develop this
‘project in cooperation with
the visionary leadersat
Eeowes River,” Woods said.

The Y staff is'set tobegin

moving in December from
itsJocation at Clemsan

River location, Vick says

University property to'the  ersseethe Yasan integral

River House, a temporary part of their outdoor-

home Vick is preparing themed development.’

next to the river site, ' ;
Keowee River develop- ailos@dslimeotn] (864) 9756685



