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Will broadband project make it to the

" Oconee County officials say it will

BY CARLOS GALARZA
THE JOURNAL

LONG CREEK — A top executive with
wildwater Adventure Centers sald the
business would get & big boost from
Oconee’s broadband project when and if
it makes it to the mountains.

Wildwater, in Long Creek, 1s amecca
for rafting enthusiasts who get their
thrills paddling on the Chattooga Wild
& Scenic River.

The Long Creek Wildwater offices
is the main link to other adventure
centers — Ocoee River in Ducktown,
Tenn,, just north of the Georgia border,
Nantahala River in North Carolina and
Pigeon River close to the Great Smokv

Jack Wise, Wildwater’s ¢hief execu-
tive officer, said the adventure centers
combine to generate gross revenues of
$5 million annually.

Wise said he's been following the
county’s broadband project since
Oconee officials announced it had been
awarded a $9.6 million federal grant to
establish a fiber-optic network.

The 276-mile project is expected to
cost almost $15 million to complete.

“It would be great if the fiber optic
made it up here,” Wise said.

The Wildwater office communicates
online with a T1 line connection that
affords 1.5 mg of data. An additional 1.5
mg is being added this week:

\mountains?

| Oconee Fire i
Charlie King sgil:ill‘?tf
would be critical to have
connectivity at the Long
Creek and Mountain Rest

ﬁrn_a stations, He said only

2 ;‘ﬁ;r ﬁ'lize stations in the

serviﬁr : ave Internet

| Sofar, King said fiber

has been brought to the
ﬁije stations in West-
minster, West Union
ﬁg: th Union, 2
53t Emergency
‘fees has identified

9 ecilities that should

BROADBAND: ... not up to today’s standards ez

ork.
: o | and Mountain Rest by _ "We could have ce 2
RROMEAGESE h%ﬁ:ﬁ;iaﬂiﬁ%ﬁ of tlge Endlﬂf phase t;im and ;?f&i I'liattﬂ IF'anaEEmEit;ml
ETiy i : e early stages of | not relyion |
W8T ‘.l.p t t:_-da;r 3 ant_ain Rﬁt'-ﬂmh‘ ‘ three h;r the ind of%%ise reports um:i'r -i:rlep‘raper
itandards,” Wisesaid. ments not having Inter- year, nected,” King saig “}1:1 ]
;nifg;agﬁgéﬁm nﬁ?l?’ﬁfus{ust adaily | mfﬁlm; iiﬁg tfl'l;l | mglé‘; gelé*;ﬁﬂ difference.”
gt 1 ] - ¢ J 5y a
Windstream, Wise said. necessity, ‘MuErlsnn sajdl the t?arm e laian m_% 0 awarded a $gi? lt'l-l‘[lj;]',[ign
Earlier this _',reaé‘ R ot th']’ Ef;i:m' é"f'[-'-mk!!’ . stations is a concern, and contract for phase two
a?n:-' was qttl_ote aﬂprwe Fﬂuﬂphg t“FER e | could delay the work. of the broadband project
of $550,000 to get 10 Mg and Mountain Rest liter- [ “Fiber will be installed to Network Control
broadband connection to ally do not have access |}y cortain areas of Long Grasib e o rols of
the business. _ to the In_ternet and have || oo o0 Mountain Rest pletediphase OnSO com-
When the workday is not been successful in W St ; of $2.7 milli e at a cost
complete, Wise commutes gettingit via the limited “Tll:g ?‘aeamai?;inggh:ri?:' Sl
to his home in Mountain @ tions, ‘
Rest. pMurrisun’ said shefears will be in phase three. Certasidatymcom | (164) 756505
There's a trade off for that the county will run T
working and living in gut of money before they
the mountains, Wisesaid see fiber optics near
he's had to resign himself them.
to not having many of the Kim Wilbanks,
relecommunication ba- Oconee's broadband
sics that people living In project manager, gald
the city take for granted. Tuesday that fiber optics
“Having cell phone ser- would reach the fire
vice in my house would stations in Long Creek

Contractors workin

B ! L

k gon Oconea’s bmﬂd . . CARLOS GALAZA THE
phase of the project. Mountain residentzaand network are transitioning inta thJseégmm

dry up ; o nd busi e
~ Ay up on the almost $15 million project until ﬁ';:::'f:::; :sr:hl;gms money does not



