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) Over the last few years Upstate
it anglers have often been forced to play
- a:game of hide-and:seek with spring. .
- " Just when itiappears the weather and
- the fishing ar¢.about toreach perfect:
.3reond1t1ons winter seems to. malke an:

shallows to spawn.. . .-~ s
", Local crappie angler Mack C pm; n
“salid crappie fishing in some of, the- =
“creéks off the Tdgaloo River Gumlog
“and Eastanollee in part1cu1ar —_ have
- ' been good lately. . .
7 -“Tfished Gumlog earlier this Week
~and had a.cooler full in about halfa -

h day,” Chapman said, “My biggest was -
-ag,2¢ pouu crappiethat I caught Just
ﬁshlng a J1g around a st1ckup on the

" "hank.” :

o SMy problem w1th the orapple isthatl.
‘oan t_ln\ake:tlme to fish for them because
the riped bass and hyb¥ids have also

of the boat’ up On a long p01nt and throWa
 ingout live herring on the bottom. If it °
“@ven has a chance to hit bottom, it's not
_*long before a hybrld striper or a spotted
: bass 'as picked it up and (1s) runmng

| gested ngle;rs can expeot
. to do well on bo

-down niear the dam. He sald long clay
“points that start out shallow and taper

‘off into deep water were the best areas

.to fish, with most of his bites coming
«~from 2 feet out to'about 20 feet deep.
" Keowee bass guide Brad Fowler said

ere Upl ate anglers need to take a a,ntage of the I:eautlful
an y of oui local Iakes

-of Jocassee are also ﬁnding plenty of”

N upper creeks; Local gulde Steve Pi-

- brown trout and nurerous spotted bass
‘in the 2-pound rahge; i

Hartwell ahd used thém with- 4.8roup .

D on the banke and that s what _
‘ ' \Jocassee ‘We put-otit baitsand-caught. -
“some rehlly nice bass Wlth one really fat"

- tobe tellar weather,so anglers: need:
“to plan acaordmgly and get out on our” -
T _looal Upstate lakes and catch: some ﬁsh L
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4 P .
optlon this time of year, especially

early and Jate in the'day, or on ¢loudy or

overcast days,

- After the morning topwater hite; he 5
© - off: {0, seare

for bedding bass in the -
backs of creeks and cuts anywhere he
can find some underwater structure,

- typically boat docks or near blown- '
. down trees.

- "I’s easy'to ﬁnd depressions in the

' ';;{;bottom where these bass are bedding,” -

here: are somany bass
COVE that the spawn tends

« tiout:and bass Wilhng to hit a trolled-
spoon or live baitin aréds around the -

etrykowski lndmated that iive bait and
light tickle had been working for him
lately catching some big. largemouth*‘.

“]; had several dozen herrmg left from
,my striper trip from thé day before at -

of young kids on Jocassee,” Pietrykow
ski'said; . “1 love tolive bait.up at: Lake .

largemouth and anicé brown ‘The rest" -
were all those fat 2~pound spotted bass,
which are all fun:fish {o catech on crap--
pie rods. I saw the brown eat the bait on '
the surface.” -
With:the warm sprmg weather ﬁnally )
settling in, the weekend forecagtlgoks

'

PHILLIP GENYRY is the host of “U pstate. out- _
doors,” a weekend outdoors radio program heard on”
WORD 1063 FM and can be reached at pgentryG@ '
bellsouth.net,




