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1-to 2-mill increase, but
" Thursday, three of the five
.. mermbers said they did not
' believe raising taxes was
nécessary this year:. '
“Butwith ¢oncernsabout
the-county continuing to
eat into its reserve fund
by morethan $1.5 million
‘ over the past two years
" —including the current
proposed budget —1t is
;| poss1bi]1ty

' increase
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is too early {0 tell whether
‘that would happen th1s
year ,

“I antlclpate that the .
mlllage will increase -
some, but the key factor
of the equation is where
will Duke Energy fall,” -

| he said. “T will not know .

until mid-August.”

| ; - According to data Nix.

. “provided from the S.C.

Association of Counties,

" Oconee hasthe state’s
fifth-lowest property taxes
— out of 46 counties: w_for

- “aprimary residence.

" Aiken Gounty property ~
* owners paid $291.20 on'a -

legal residence valued at
$100,000 in 2014, followed
by Horry ($322.80), Beau-

, fort ($354.28), Green- = .
" wood ($419.20) and then
“Oconee ($419.60). Pickens

County ranked No. 11 at
$493.60.

Oconee had the state’s
13th most valuable mill
at $506,616, while Pickens
was 16th at $461,980. The
state’s most valué. mill is

* in Charleston County at
mearly $3 million, -
Nix provided an “apples

to apples” millage that

showed Oconee ranked as

- the'state’s 10th-best'net"

millage, which compares

'a county’s wealth to the

amount that its cmzens

" pay for services. ‘.-

“In my job, Tdo base the
valile of 4 mill as wealth,”
he said, “and yes we have

. “asirong economy that

has been steadily on the
increase for the past few
years, I have been here
six years, and the millage
rate is still under what it
was in 2008, Wthh was
216 a” ’ :

sbradléjr@tfpslatetodav.com [ (864) 973-6685.



