Wesiminster celebrates 135 years
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Main Street and even the
Mill Hill area,” Powell
added. "People have fixed
these places up, really
beautifying some of the
city’s most cherished
areas.”

“The Westminster Bea-
con Mill, which i3 now
shut down, used to employ
nearly 700 people from
all pver Deonee County,
Powell said.

“There iz no doubt
that the mill was the
gconomic driver for this
city," she added. "When
it closed six months
ago, there were about 50
people employed.”

Bill Strickland, great
grandson of Westmin-
ster’s first mayor Al-
bert Zimmerman, said
he has spent hisentire
1ife in the city.
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than one mile from the
house I grew up in,” he
said. “My great grandfa
ther came to Westmin-
ster after the Civil War
and became quite the
businessman. He opened
the first store in the city,
and according to the blue
book, he was the first
recorded mayor.”

During the 19205, when
the city really bégan
to flourish around the
railroad, more stores and
homes were opened and
constructed.

uzimmerman and a
friend of his worked to
clear out much of the
area when the railroad
was laid,” he added.
“There is just so much
history here, and I'm
proud to be a part of it.”
* The train depot,
originally built for the

railways, remains on the
national historic registry
following its refurbish-
ment after an arson fire
in 2005.

Mark Anderson, resi-
dent, said his grandia-
ther kept one of the first
horse drawn baggies
used in the city before
1900,

“1 ook at some of the
old photos and simply
can't Imagine what it was
like to live back then,”
Anderson sald. “Simplic-
ity at its absolute best.
It’s always important to
keep moving ahead, but
our Main Street keeps
the footsteps of our an-
cestors alive.”

Currently, Westmin-
ster has just under 3,000

- residents, Powell said.
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The west end of Westminster’s Main Street looked quite a bit
different in 1880 than it does present-day. 3




