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WASHINGTON — The number

9
are low and 12 will likefy pe.
main steady,

The Labor Department said
Thursday that the less volatile
four-week average rose 8,500 to
357,250,

The average Was driven yp jn

recent weeks by spikes that re-

during the holidays,

Applications are a proxy for
layoffs. They appear to have gtg.
bilized near Pre-recession leyels
and are at a Jeye] consistent with
solid hiring.

The job market has picked up
in recent months, Employers
added ap average of 200,000 Jobs
a month from August through
November. That’s helped lower
the unemployment rate 1, a five-
year low of 7 Percent,

Still, nearly 4.5 million people
received some for{n of unem.

eral program which provideq

Up to 47 weeks of additionaj

benefits. The program expireq
t week.

In other neys.
» Manufacturing: It grew a¢
a heal_thy Dace jin Decgmber as

Creased tq 3.55 Percent frop,
3.52 bercent.

» Construction:
Tose in Novep, ber at the Strong.
€st pace jp more than foyp Years
drivep by solid gains in home
constructign and ¢ i
Projects, The Commeree De.
partm'ent' said Constructipn
Spending ncreased j bercent in
November to g Seasonally 4.
Justed annyg; Tate of $934'4 bil-
lion. That's the fastest rate since
March 2009,



