BASSMASTER CLASSIC

Weather a ‘minor inconvenience’
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Classic at Lake Hartwell.
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Basstéfgoes forward with practice plans today

By Scott Keepfer
Staff writer
skeepfer@greenvilleonline.com

The weather won't exactly be balmy

for the Bassmaster Classic this week,

but a chill in the air probably won'’t im-
g:ct the tournament or today’s practice

y. :
“When we're planning an event in
February, we know that it’s probably go-
ing tobe cold witha chance of snow, but it
doesn’t really affect us,” said Eric Lopez,
director of event operations for the Clas-
sic. “Weather is an issue the anglers have
to contend with, but these are the best an-
glers in the world, and weather condi-

tions factor in if they want to call them-

selves the best.” s

There’s a remote possibility that to-
day’s practice could be delayed, but that
would be attributable to gusty winds
rather than cold temperatures. Today’s
forecast calls for a high of 4?2 degrees,
but wind gusts of 20-30 mph, with occa-
sional gusts of 40 mph or more.

“We're all systems go right now,”.Lo-
pezsaid Tuesday afternoon. “We monitor
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ht, braved cold temperatures on the opening day cf the

for Classic anglers

‘make any changes at this point. One

everything and we know that conditions
can be completely different inone end of
the lake than they are in the other end.
“We want to make sure everyone's
safe, but there’s nothing froma competi-
tion standpoint that would cause us to

thing we've seen in the past 24 hours is
that the forecast has changed a lot. We
have plans and procedures in place, but
until we actually see the con itions we
can’t come up with what we're going to
do the next day.” ; iz
Friday’s forecast calls for ,%Jfartly
cloudy day with a high of 35 w ile Sat-
urday’s high will be 48 on an overcast
day, with a 50 percent chance of evening

rain. The temperature could reach55de-
grees on Sunday, althoughthe Classicap-

pears bound for a wet finish — there’s a

- 90 percent chance of rain.

It was rainy and chilly on the first day
of the Bassmaster Classic at Lake Hart-
well in 2008 and a few years ago it

snowed in Del Rio, Texas, for aBassmas--

ter event, but Lopez termed it “more of a
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