Water: priceless!

Iake Keowee water source keeps on giving

CARLOS GALARIA ofthem. = were created as part of the Keow-
THE JOURNAL ' There are twothings eeToxaway Hydroelectric Project.
_ about Oconee’s water Both reservoirs provide an ample
SENECA — Local resident Ani- supply from Lake supply of drinking water for the
ta Hudgins says she always sets a Keowee that should cities of Seneca and Greenville,
glass of water on her nightstand allow maost people recreational opportunities for the
when she goes to bed at night. - — public, wildlife habitat, as well as
cooling water for Oconee Nuclear
Station. To boot, the electricity:
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I generating infrastructure at the

. two facilitics provides about 868
megawatts of power.

DeWitt Martin, long-thne
employee with the city of Seneca,
‘said that before Lake Keowee was
created the city's water source
was Cane Creek.

'It's been so long that Martin

can't remember whether the

- water now tastes better than the
water treated from Cane Creek.
- “If you were thirsty that
' w " 7 water tasted very good.”
Martin said.

The existing water
treatment plant in Seneca
was built in 1968 by Duke
Energy to replace the
old plant covered up by
the development of Lake’
Keowee.

#If you go diving you
could still gee that old
plant under water,” Mar-

_ _ . tin sald.

Hudgins never loses any sleep not to worry about the priceless In the 18 years that Steve
worrying whether the water resource — jt's ample and likelyto  Fleicher has been plant manager
ghe pours from the dispenser on bé around for a long time. af Seneca’s water treatment facil-
her refrigerator is safe todrink. For many, Lake Keowee is Duke  ity, he said state regulators have
Compared to other places shehas Energy's gift to Oconee County never issued a bad report on its
lived, she rates Seneca’s drinking that keeps on giving
water right up there with the best Lakes Keowee and Jocassee SEE WATER, PAGE A5
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Seneca Water Plant Manager Steve of local visitors that recently toured the
Fletcher explains the Dissolved Air facility. Seneca’s water plant underwent

Flotation treament process to a group an $8 million upgrade a few years ago.

'WATER: Both plentiful and pure

| FROM PAGE Al gélves,” Turetzky said.

| As for Hudgins, she and her husband
water guality. joined a group of other residents that

| Fletcher said water taken from recently toured Seneca’s water plant.

Keowee and treated by Seneca makes She came away from the tour more con-
its way to other areas of the county. He  vinced than ever thatthe glass of water
said the city is a wholesale provider to she sets on her nightstand is priceless.
Pioneer Rural Water District andto c ‘ '
Keowee Key. carlos@dailyim com | (264) 9756645

Furthermore, although Walhalla
and Westminster have their own water
treatment plants with intake from
other water sources, Fletcher said the
three cities are interconnected for
backup in case of emergencies.

“The way Lake Keowee is managed,
we'll have an abundant supply for years
to come,” Fletcher said,

Ben Turetzky, executive director of
the Friends of Lake Keowee Society. an
organization formed i 1993 to preserve
the benefits of Lake Keowee, said be
thinks Lake Keowee's ugefulness as &
drinking water source will stand the
test of time. 2

«] think the time is almost endiess,”
Turetzky said.

Future growth around the lake with
the addition of septic systems alsoisof
concern to FOLKS, Turetzky said. He
said more recent Crescent Resources
communities have in their covenants
annual inspections and maintenance of
stich systems. © [ESSICANELMS | THE JOURNAL

“One of our goals ig to have Crescent  Dale Hanna, a water and treaiment op-
continue doing its good work with sep-  erator at the Seneca water plant, runs a
tic systems and get other homeowners'  battery of chemical and bacteriological
associations to impose it on thern- tests daily at the facility. '

1

Is

e 3




