County takes steps to cut carhon footpnnt

?-;4

-

e

JOHN G STEVENSON St

Olin Howard, Pickens County biofuel manager, makes adjustments Friday to the equipment that converts
I used vegetable oil into biodiesel fuel,

Vegetable oil greases

wheels in Pickens

Emdlaael plant used to fuel vehicles is
‘saving money, sparing air, officials say

By John C. Stevenson
STAFF WHITER
Istevens@g raenvillenews com
EASLEY — Congratulations,
Pickens County: You've lost 1 mil-
lion pounds of carbon emissions.
It may sound like a weird line in
a spam e-mail, but not only is it
true, it’s proof that Pickens Coun-
ty means business with one of its
“green” forays: a biodiesel pro-
duction plant that fuels miore than
20 county vehicles and pieces of
heavy equipment, saving the

county around 550,000 a year and

reducing the county’s carbon

footprint.

Pickens County will be hon-
ored Monday night when it is pre-
sented with the 2010 Spare the Air
award, given annually by the state
Department of Heaith and Envi.
ronmental Confrol to recognize
“leaders in South Carolina who
have taken the initiative to com-
it to implementing anidea to im-
prove air quality,” said Debra
Briggs-Monroe, a DHEC envi-
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ronmental health manager.

“They've developed a collabo-
rative effort between local restau-
rants and schools, io get them in-
volved,” Bnggs—Monroe said.
“’I‘hey’ve reduced an estimated 1
mﬂhon pounds of carbon emis-
sions, which is great, and they
serve as a model for other coun-
ties and municipalities that are in-
terested in making a difference.”

To produce biodiesel fuel, the
county collects used vegetable oil
from a number of local restau-
rants, aswell as cafeterias at each
of the district’s public schools.
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The waste oil is proc-
essed in a plant construct-
ed by the county for less
than 5200,000, according to

e e
Chap Hurst, and then used
in a varety of diesel-pow-
ered vehicles, including
the long-haul trucks that
carry counfy waste to a

in Gevrgia.

Not only is the county
saving money and working
green, Hurst said, there's
been another benefit: The
project has county em-
plovees fired up.
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“It's given us a new way
to look at things and o see
what we can accompli
Hurst said. “1 ﬂ1mkthefaﬂ
that these guys took some
thing that was highly tech-
nical and took a lot of skill
in the beginning to learn
how te do it and they've ac-
complished that —it's real-
Iy done a lot for the morale
of my folles out there.”

The county’s biodiesel
project has drawn attention
from other governinents in
the state, as well as from
Clemson  University, but
Hurst said, “T think thev're
kind of afraid to tackle it be-
cause it's not snmhmg
you can just jump info.”

Some municipalities in
the Palmetto State have

fuund an alternative to

“jumping into™ hmdaﬁfl.

production.

Winnsboro-based Mid-
lands Biofiiels LLC and Co-
lumbia have launched the
Southern Fried Fuel Pro-
gram, a cooperative agree-
ment that gives Midlands
Biofuels access to waste
vegetable oil from the  capi-
tal city, while the city isex-
pected to soon start pur-
chasing biodiesel fuel back
from the company:

“We approached them
about collecting oil, and the
city camne back to us and
said 'if y'all are going to use
this oil to make fuel, can we
buy fuel from you,” sau:l
“Bio” Joe Renwick, who
owns Midlands Biofuels

with Brandon Spence. “We
haven’t gotten an order yet,
but we're in production and
ready to deliver.”

Renwick said the com-
pany also supplies fuel to
Fairfield County in a simi-
larBarlgingelment fedgliog

iodiese] is a
industry, but one Renwick
wants to see catch hold in
the Palmetto State.

“The real benefit is about
t:reaung green ]ObS Srow-
ing anew industry in South
Carolina,” he said. “We
want you to buy fuel from
us because you believe in
what we're doing and be-
cause you won't be buying
fuel produced in another
country or even another
S‘atei”



