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, Aaah summer

mer vacatlons
| mances, “Summertune and the
livin’is easy.”.

much about you that’s' scary -
mosquitoes; sharks, T don’t like
sp1ders and-spakes”

~You can simply balance the :
goed againstthe bad of summer,

* or your can take the hpbeat ap-

proach. Serious. problems with"
those scary creatures are statis-
tically rare. And the likelihood
of summer. critter problems can: -

. bereduced with alittle prepara-
tion.and'commeon sense. ..
So here are.afew of the suIm-

mer threats in South- Caroling, .

.and the reasons we: shouldn’t let

them. keep us- cowermg in air-
" conditiened-: homes untll late :

. September

- Mosqultoes

. You've probably heard that

mosquitoes -are: the: deadliest
creatures .on .the planet. But
while mosqmto«borne ‘malaria

extremely rare in.the US

There were 1,925 cases of ma-

laria.jn the U. S: in 2011; and-al- .

most alliwho Goritrhicted the dis:-
- ease hadrecently traveledover-

there's 50 but
muich t9 like abeut you - sum- "
summier ro-

‘ble ‘symptoms in about 20 pér-
:cent of peoplé who are infected,
and sévere symptoms includmg" &
encephalitis -or menmg :
‘about1percent. -

"long sleeves;: and long pants
- when-going to-mosquito-prone.
areds, . .avoid.. going. -outside -
around dawn. and dusk Empty ;
..receptacles where water might .
‘collect in your yard, smce mos-
{quitoes leave their eggs in stag— P
-hant. water o o :

- .Snakes '; L

'found in 'South Carolma

seas; South Carolma doés haVe
 plenty of mosquitoes, however, -
and- some earry the' less deadly ;

ue'-'danger The SC De—
partrient’ of Health and: Envi-

ronmeital - Control ‘reported -
- .seven ccmflrmed cases of West
@ooh summer, there S so -~ |
Cin: 2013 down from: 41 cases in
2012, “The state has had five:
West Nile-related deaths, sirice -

- Tips: Use Buig

There are: f0ur types of ven—
omous snakes in the U.S; —rat

. tlesnakes, copperheads, cotton-
,.'mouths!water moccasfns -and:
is-a major killer worldwide, it’s - »

True. danger; The- Cen

i1 sgves lives.

Sharks Lo
* There atre’ plenty of sharks :
ar' among dozeps of species cruis--
ing the. state’s coastal waters.
- "They: geterally ignore humans,

by venomous snakes each year
‘but only -about five die. Rapid
Jmédical care after bites usually -
South  Carolina:
“'hasn't: had a snake-btte death in
'-‘years '
“Tips: Leave them alone The"‘
.vast ma_tortty of bites oceur
‘when' ' people try to handle
“shiakes, . Also,” avoid tall grass:~
- and piles ‘of leaves ot wooded
debris.. Wear boots -and ‘long
< pants when in the forest, and
" use gloves if handlmg brush or :
'debrls ' S ‘

which aren’t among their stan-
dard. diet.. Shark experts say

_most bites along the South Caro- .
‘hna icoast involve sharks feed-

ingon smaller marine creatures

~ o and acc1denta11y hittmg aswim- .
- mer 5 foot-or lower leg.

i True- danger: The Interna-

§ tmnal Shark Attack File, com-

 piled. through the. Florida. Mu-

seum of Natural History, lists 77 .

- .unprovoked- shark . attacks in-

be - -South.. Carolina waters. frorn :
© 7'1837-2013, Six of those were in

. .an upusually busy- 2013, The .

: for Diseasé Control and Preven:.
“tion:. reports: that. 7, 000-8,000 .
people natlonwlde suffer bites

o\.

-space Avmd swunming in wa-
~ter.. with lots. of vegetatmn,
where: gators hke to live

-‘Splders et f

Browi - reoluse and black
Wldows dre the venomous spi-
dets cominon in Seuth Caroelina.’
‘The recluse, as itsmame: indi-
" cates, hides out in dark areas
such as holes, brush piles and
: even boots left on’ the :porch.

~ Black widows, -identifiable by’
the red hourglass on their abdo-:
men, also like: to build Webs mf

: dark places.
True danger: -Many " thou-
. sands of people in the U: 8. are

bitten bythese two species'each:

year. Their toxin is strong, but
fortunately they don’t pack the
_toxin-in-large volume. Among
those thougands of bites, about

2,800 dpeople each ‘year .are’

: -treate health care facilities

i for splder bites, and.only two
deaths related to brown recluse
or black widows were reported
in the country. from 2008-2012,
according to the American As-
gociation of Pmson Control Cen-
ters .
'l‘lps. Wear gloves when
clearmg brush or wood piles.
Shake out shoes and clothing:
that have been: sitting -on the
ground befare putting them on.
Clear junki-out of yards and
aWay from the walls of houses

onty known S.C. shark attack fa-
tality:in the state was in 185'2 off :
,Morrls Tsland, - -

. . those numbers.
- coastal golf ‘course pohds for

serious foot
_an walking dogs near-a pond in
Hilton Head last August and.a
woman fishing.at Hilton. Head.
-in May 2012..In-the most, infa-
‘inecident in..recent
-years, a gator. severed the arm
-of -aSummerville man .swim-"
. mmg in Lake Moultrie in 2007.
. Tips: Don’t feed gators..If
_ you see a gator gwe 1t plenty of

Tlps. it‘ you must avmd all

: sharks, stay out of saltwater. If

you - love - swimming in- the
ocean, it’s prudent to avoid

‘swimming by yourself .and
around dusk-and at night, when
sharks- are ‘more: likely to be

feedmg

5AII|gators

{Gator populatlons in South'
" Carelina have been-on the rise

for decades, and the recent ad-

‘yent of 4 imited gator hunting
season has' barely - ‘impacted

Fixtures . in

years, they’ve recently begin
wandering ‘into- ne1ghborhood
streets and shopping centers in
the Lowcountry.

. True. danger: State wildhfe
officlals say there are no con-

firmed alligator attack deaths.
R record in. South Carolina..
‘Even in Florida, it’s heen fwe |
years since the 1ast known.gator.

attack death. Gator bites caused
injuries for.a wom-

mous: S:C..



