Upstate may have dry seasons

Fall, winter look to be warmer, less wet
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Greenville has just experi-
enced the wettest three sum-
mer months since 1908 but those
weather patterns could be shift-
ing toward a drier, warmer fall
and winter, according to the lat-

est climate predictions,

The Upstate appears to be
through the worst of the wet
weather, though it still could see
some sirong periods of rain,
said Scott Krentz, meteorolo-
gist with the National Weather
Service station in Greer.

Greenville saw 31.19 inches
of rain from June 1 through

Aug 31, according to the weath-
erservice. That's second only to
33.33 inches of rain that fell in
1908 aver the same time period.

It's been a quiet first week of
September with just .02 of an
inch of rain recorded in Green-
ville through Friday, according
to the weather service.

The next 30 davs show a
slight charnce for above normal
precipitation for western South

ahead

Carolina aided by the finish of
what was predicted to be an ac-
tive At}antic hurricane season,
acg:ordlng to the National Oce-
anic and Atmospheric Admini-
stration’s Climate Prediction
Center.

“It’s not going te look any-
thing like June or July,” Krentz
said. “There’s no signals out
there for something that’s going
to be really, really wet but it will

be maybe just a little bit above
normal precipitation.”

The fall and early winter
months may be drier and warm-
er than normal though, said An-
thony Arfusa, meteorologist
with the climate prediction cen-

ter.

The climate prediction cen-
ter consults historical climate
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models, long=term trends
and sea surface temper-
atures and takes into ac-
count whether an El Nino
or La Ninais affecting the
weather patterns to pro-
vide long-term climate
predictions, Artusa said.
For September, there’s
a “weak signal” that it
could be a bit wetter than
normal, Artusa said.
There's still an above
average chance for a
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strong finish to the Atlan-
tic hurricane season,
which could bring even
more rain to the Upstate.

So far this year, Green-
ville has seen 54.37 inches
of rain, more than 21 inch-
es above normal through
this point in the year, ac-
cording to the weather
service. Last vear, 28.07
jnches of rain had fallen in
Greenville through the
same time period.

No hurricanes or tropi-
cal storms are currently
being trackedin the Atlan-
tic Ocean, but the NOAA
Climate Prediction Center
predicted a 70 percent

chance of an active Atlan-
tic hurricane season when
it last updated its hurri-
cane predictions in early
August.

There’s potential for
13-19 named storms, in-
cluding six to nine hurri-
canes that could form, a¢-
cording to the Climate
Prediction Center. Three
to five of the storms could
develop into major hurri-
canes. The center does not
predict which storms
could make landfall. .

Four named tropical
storms have already come
and gone — Andrea, Bar-
1y, Chantal, and Dorian.




