Upper Chattooga
opens Friday
to boaters

Water levels must be sufficient

FORTHE JOLRMAL

MOUNTAIN REST—
Boaters with permits may
float the upper segment of
the Chattooga River when
flows are high enough be-
ginning Friday, according
tothe 1S, Forest Service.

“A5 goon as the weather
cooperates and provides
suitable flows, we anticl-
pate that boaters will be
floating the upper Chat
tooga,” sald Paul Bradley,
lorest supervisor for the

Franeis Maritn and Sum-
ter National Forests,

“I'want to emphasize,

" though, that this section
ofthe riveris nota place
for most boaters — float-
ing in thisareaat high,
fast flows will be danger-
aus for people who don't
hive specialized skills and
experience.”

Boating is allowet:
® Onthe main stem of
the ypper segment of the

Chattooga Wild and Scenic

River between the conflu-

ence of Green Creek in

Morth Carolina and one-
fquarter mile downstream
of the Lick Log Creek con-
fluence in South Caroliha;

® From Dec, 1 to April 30;

® From thetime that
flows reach 350 cubic feet
per second or greater at the
USGS Burrells Ford gauge
from 30 minutes before of:
ficial sunrise to 30 minutes
after official sunset, Once
boating is allowed, it may
eontinue until 30 minutes
after official sunset that

same day;
® With a self-registration

- hoatihg permit;

® Uging tandem/single
capacity hard boats or
tandem/single capacity
inflatable boats;
® Starting or ending
only at specific put-ins and
takeoiits as outlined on the
selfregistration permit:
Putins: downstream of the
Green Creek confluence
in North Caralina; Nortan
Mill Creek canfluence in;
North Carolina; Bullpen
Bridge in North Carolina;
and Burreils Ford Bridge
in Georgia; takeouts: Nor-
ton Mill Creek confluence
in North Carolina; Bullpen
Bridge in North Carolina;
Burrells Ford Bridge in
Georgia; and Lick Log
Cresk confluence ia South
Carolina; and
® With a minizmuam of two
cratrantranaximum of six
people per loating group.
Boaters an other users
can confirn water flows
-on the uppe segment of
the Chattocza River at the
USG5 gauge at Burrells
Ford at htty://water-
data.usgs.gov/usa/nwis/
uv?02176930.

Refore visiting, hoaters
should check http://fs.usda.
gov/goto/scnfs/upperchat-
tooga for the most curretit
information on where to
pick up boater regisiration
permits, parking, SCOess
and the deciisions related
to recreation uses un the
upper segm ent of the Chat-
tooga River.



