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Un.eniployment
rate falls in 39
states in June
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WASHINGTON
—_ The'unempiu:«rmem
rate fell in most states
in June, mainly be-
gause more people gave
up searghing for work
i and were no longer

counted. -
Fawer states saw fob
| increases, the lat
est evidence that the
peondmic recovery 1s
| slewing.

The jobless rate de-
¢lined in 39 states and
Washington, D.C. last
month, the Labor De-
partment said Tuesday.
That's a slight improve-
ment from May, when
37 states saw their rates
decline.

Bt only 21'states saw
net job gains in June,
the government said.
That compared to 41 the
previous month and was
the fewest for the year.

The decline in job
creation reflects the
layoff of thousands
of temporacy census
workers; Those jobs in-

flated total payrollsin
May and then reduced
them in June,

The report also indi-
cated that businesses
aren't hiring many new
workers, Natienwide,
private employers
added a net gain efonly
83,000 jobs last month

The national uneni-
ployment rate dropped
t6 9.5 percent in June
from 8.7 percent the pre-
vious month, as about
650,000 people stopped
looking for work.

Nevada, battered by
a housingslumpand a
drop in tourism, posied
the nation's highest
unemployment rate of
142 percent: That's the
state's highest since
records hegan in 1876,

In May, Nevada dis-
placed Michigan from
the top spot for the
first time in more than
four years. Michigan's
unemployvment rate fell
to 13.2 percentin June, ©
the nation's second-
highest. It was followed
by California with 12.3
percent and Rhode 1s-
land with 12 percent.
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